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Hi Everyone 
Yes another month gone by and it’s good 
to see the current spell of fine weather 
continuing, it must be a great boost for all 
those people who organise summer fetes 
& shows around the country and all too 
often have seen them rained off in other 
years. 
Rosie & I took the frogeye to one such 
show of classic vehicles at Newbury 
Racecourse on Sunday. After a bit of a 
damp start during the journey there, things 
brightened up and we had a very 
enjoyable day helping Club Captain, Allan 
Goddard, to man the CVG stand.   
The event was in aid of Leukaemia 
research and run by the West Berkshire 
Classic Car Club.  
I was expecting to see mainly local 
vehicles but one member came over from 
the Isle of Wight with a fine Austin Harley 
12. 

 
If you get this before the end of the month, 
then I expect I’ll see some of you amongst 
more classic vehicles, both on the ground 
and in the air, at Old Warden. Let’s hope 
the weather holds out even longer. 
Time to book the aforesaid frogeye in for 
it’s MOT now – I hope next month’s 
editorial won’t be too depressing…  
 Just room to finish off with an extra puzzle 
for you -- when is a race not a 
race?.....When it’s between two F1 
Ferraris of course! 
                                                         Dave 
Copy for next month’s issue should be sent to 
Dave Rosher, by E-Mail if possible, to the address 
opposite: to arrive on or before 29 Aug  please. 
The opinions and recommendations expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, the North East London Group Committee 
or  CSMA Club Ltd. 



August Chatter from your Chairman 
  
A change in format for the scribings of the Chairman and the Secretary. For as long as I can 
remember, and this goes right back to the Brian Bishop days, the Chairman reported on what 
had happened in his Group over the preceding month and the Secretary, who is also 
responsible for placing the publicity for forthcoming events into the Club magazine, described in 
his section what the group had to offer for its members in the forthcoming month. 
 
I would rather it remain as it has been but I have agreed to use my Chairmans’ Chatter to 
describe the forthcoming events and let Ron report on the happenings in the previous month, as 
this should avoid any duplication that we might have had in the past. 
 
Grasshopper 8 August 
The first thing is to correct the date that was given for the Grasshopper last month – it is on 
Sunday 8th August, a week on from the Old Warden day out. Graham Mclean has written a nice 
article about the event and, as always, tries to drum up support for the marshals who are 
needed to make the event run. I only have three names so far and, with three tests and two 
marshals on each, I am short of three.  
Much of the problem stems from the fact that Old Warden was to have been on this date, with 
the autotest the week before but bigger forces than me changed the date part way through the 
year, by which time the marshalling team had already committed themselves to a programme of 
support for the year. Can you help? 
 
Clubnight 10 August 
Hopefully a bigger turn-out than last month now that you are all back off holiday, as we have a 
games evening. Mick and Margaret will be presenting their very own Jigsaw Quiz – no tearing  
around the room will be necessary as it will be all contested sitting down – that’s my sort of 
game – so please turn up to experience what next year may well be marketed by Waddingtons. 
The rules have been debated and agreed, and the dry runs have taken place so all we need is 
you! 
 
ESCA Bowes Branch Car Treasure Hunt Sunday 15 th August 
It’s a long name for a treasure hunt but our friends in Green Belt Motor Club are promoting this 
one, and they are almost as good at organising them as Mick O’Blath. It starts from the car park 
of the Prince of Wales pub on Burton Lane, Cheshunt, EN7 6SL, assembling from 1.30 for a 2 
pm start.  Novices will get a marked map but experts will need to provide their own map and will 
be given more advanced navigation so, if you fancy a nice afternoon out in the car, you know 
where to go. For further information, call Robert Taylor on 020 8886 6428 
 
Noggin and Natter (and Nosh) 24 August 
Okay, a new venue with the same menu is how I can best describe it. We have given up the 
Fish and Eels for a somewhat more salubrious place, again by the river but a bit downstream 
and hopefully a bit upmarket. John sorts out the pubs for us and you will have seen the map 
telling you how to get there. Terry and Daphne, all round to your place afterwards for coffee? 
Only joking – it is number 23 isn’t it? You must let us know what you think of it. 
 
Finally, Peter Padwick gave me some information on the Padwick’s charity work in the Enfield 
area. This is a relaxing way to spend an afternoon if you are in the Enfield area and the two of 
them help run what is described as Sunday Tea and Entertainment at Grange Park Methodist 
Hall, the church in the orchard, on Park Drive N21 2LS. It is once a month – 1st August; The 
Victorians, 5 September: The English and 31 October; Murderers. For this last one, one of their 
ditties looks likely to be Tom Lehrer and Poisoning Pigeons in the Park, so not too gruesome 
and not quite as risqué as they were at our clubnight! Also, a tea afternoon 3 – 5 pm at St 
Andrews Parish centre, Silver Street Enfield. Again, light hearted entertainment, on 12 August, 9 
September, 14 October etc. if you do go along, meet new friends you will pick up programmes 
for their future dates. 
 
Bernard 
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Hi All   
 
What glorious weather we’ve had for July. It seems such a change from the past few 
years. My BBQ has been in use on many an evening these past few weeks. The warm 
evenings have also encouraged the flying bugs to take to the air amongst the trees at the 
end of my garden. This has in turn attracted the local bat population to put on a 
spectacular air show between dusk and total darkness. Very relaxing on a warm evening, 
listening to music, watching the bats, but one does need a comfortable recliner chair to 
avoid a stiff neck. 
 
Various other events have conspired for encourage me to get on with a new patio area at 
the far end of the garden, to take advantage of the last of the day’s sunshine, also because 
it is partly shaded during the hottest part of the afternoon. Over a couple of very hot days 
last weekend I managed to shift about 2 cubic yards of rather clay like topsoil into ‘Hippo 
bags’ located on the drive. Hope it is worth all the effort in the end. It may even prove to be 
a better bat watching spot too.. 
 
It has been a relatively quiet month for NEL as the Noggin is at the very end of the month 
(Harlow Dogs) and our Grasshopper Autotest having been moved to avoid calendar 
clashes with other things. It is clearly a time for those not tied to the school year to get 
away before the rush starts. This was hopefully the case, rather than apathy, for the low 
attendance at July’s clubnight with many of the usual faces missing. I know that Mick and 
Margaret had a scorching week in Switzerland, and an article is promised. They and the 
others missed ‘The Padwicks’ an extremely enjoyable double act that entertained us on 
the last clubnight with some rather risqué songs, stories and some music played on the 
saxophone by Peter Padwick, accompanied by Christine on the trumpet. The speed and 
slickness of their delivery was amazing. Bernard lists some of their other performances 
which you will be able to catch. Certainly worth seeing if you can make them. 
 
At the clubnight we held a draw to win tickets for the Old Warden Military Pageant on 
August 1st. Lucky winners were Christine Hannaford, Mick O’Blath, Margaret Hull and 
Keith Christian. See you all there. 
 
Last night I went to see Rick Wakeman in concert at All Saints church, Hertford. This was 
on of the ‘Concerts in Churches’ series. The performance was an ‘unplugged’ style event 
with Rick playing a grand piano with virtually no additional support apart from the odd 
instrument where absolutely necessary.  Rick played a selection of self penned pieces, 
classical ‘standards’ and a few comedic pieces, the Nursery Rhyme Concerto, with popular 
nursery rhymes played in the style of composers such as Mozart, Debussy, - and three 
blind mice in the style of Les Dawson. These musical pieces were threaded together with 
many amusing stories of his time in ‘Yes’, ‘The Strawbs’ and other collaborations. There 
are other events in the series. See http://www.concertsinchurches.com for details of other 
events. It certainly was a good evening, despite the extremely hard church pews! 
His other dates are Lincoln 28th July, and Bury St Edmunds 30th July. Better hurry if you 
want a ticket.. 
 
Thats all for now, 
 
Cheers,  
 
Ron 



Attention - as from August the monthly Noggin venue  will be changing 
to:                               
                                        The Crown at Broxbourne . 
 
Both the Crown & Fish ‘n Eels ,our present venue, are owned by Vintage Inns so the menu 
will be the same with its large selection of meals. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 24th August. We meet at 7-30 
where our reserved tables will be waiting. Please make a note in your diaries of this date 
and please let me know if you will be coming, so I can get a rough idea how many places 
to book. 
 
The address of the Crown is:- The Crown at Broxbourne, Old Nazeing Road, Broxbourne 
Herts, EN10 6QT.   
                                                 Please see map below -   ����������	�
������	
����
 

 
 

 
Treasure Hunt – 19 th September 
 
This event will start from: Kibes Lane Car Park, Ware, beween 11.00 & 11.30am. 
 
You will be required to visit a part of Ware and 3 or 4 Hertfordshire villages, ending the run 
between 2.00 & 2.30 pm at Rose Café in Hertford’s Railway Street, where a reasonably 
priced choice of roast dinner and a full menu will be available. 
 
Entry fee £1 per person, 50p children, with prizes for the winners. 
 
Please let Mick O’Blath know in advance if you intend coming along and joining in. 
 
                                                                                                                  Mick & Margaret. 
 



Answers to me by email, post or carrier pigeon before the next Noggin  As usual 1 point for 
entering, 2 for a correct answer plus entry into the bonus points draw. Please send emails 
to nel@rjbarnett.co.uk with ‘PUZZLE’ in the Subject line so I can find th em. 

 Puzzle Page 
 
This month, 4 entries, 3 of which were correct. Well done to, 
Keith Christian, Mick O’B, and Mike Biss. 2 points awarded to 
each. Mike Sumner found, as I had at first, a route of 135 
which is slightly longer.  
 
Random bonus point awarded to Mick O’Blath 
 
The shortest route was A-C-F-E-B-D-A totaling 125 miles. 
 
For those curious about the odd hints in the puzzle 
Edsger Dijkstra (1930-2002) was a Dutch computer scientist 
who defined the shortest span algorithm for traversing 
networks. A* (A Star) is the derivation of the Dijkstra 
algorithm used in Satellite Navigation systems 

 
 

I am a sporting celebration 
 

Change one letter and I am a strong wind.  
Change another letter and I am a valley.  
Rearrange my letters and I am a commercial transaction.  
Finally add one letter and I am perfect.  
  
What was I and what did I become? 

 
 

 
An Easy One And a Medium One 
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  North London Centre 

August 2010 Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin 
 

Date Day  Event (Status) Type of Event Club Champ 
Aug Sun 8 * Grasshopper Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
Sep Sun 5 * Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC  
 Sun 12 * AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC  
 Sun 12 * Autumn Antics Autotest (C) Grass autotest Falcon MC  
 Thu 16 * Track Day – Castle Combe (C) Thrash round a race circuit CSMA NL  
 Tue 21  Hollstar () Inter-group table top rally CSMA NEL Centre 
 Sun 26  Car Trial (C) Grass hill climbing CSMA NWL Centre 
Oct Sun 3  Autumn Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
 Sun 17  Gymkhana (C) Longer version of an AutoSolo Chelmsford MC  
 Sun 24  AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Oxford MC  
 Thu 28  Track Day – Mallory Park (C) Thrash round a race circuit CSMA NL  

Licence required:  (I/Nat A/Nat B/Cm) = MSA Licence,  (C) = Club Card,  () = Nothing,  * = Regs available 

Previous Events  
Greenacres Autotest   A very good entry of 26 for this event and with the hot dry weather, a fast day of 
action took place. Owen Turner was persuaded on the day to use his Rover for the event, which he had 
used for the Quinton stages on the Saturday before doing a road rally in Wales the same night, before 
coming straight to the autotest. The fact the car never missed a beat all weekend was a testament to the 
build (which was only completed on the Thursday before the event) or that he was still awake at the end was 
amazing. Jamie Turner, who navigated Owen on the stage event and also drove on the night event, 
powered his way to a win from his brother. 

Gravel Autotest   This is being written before the event, so maybe some words next month.. 

Future Events  

Grasshopper Autotest   The event will be now be on the 8th August (two weeks later than 
normal) and will run at the usual Dunstable venue. This will be a passenger carrying event 
and is held on a smooth grass field. Nice easy all-forward tests are on offer and are suitable 
for your standard car. Entry fee is £17 and regs are now available. 

Gravel Autotest  We have an invite to another gravel autotest run by Bedford Car Club, 
being held on Sunday 5th September. The venue is at Little Houghton, Northampton and the 
entry fee is only £10. You have the option of entering the PCA event (passengers) or the 
other event (no passengers). 

Farnborough AutoSolo  We have an invite to an AutoSolo organised by Farnborough & DMC which will be held at 
Montgomery Lines Parade Ground, Aldershot. Signing on will start from around 8.00, tests start at 10.00, latest 
recommended arrival is 9.00. Cars entered in AutoSolo’s must be registered, taxed, insured, MOT tested if applicable, 
and driven to the event. Entry fee is £35 per car and regs are now available. 

Falcon MC Grass Autotest  We have also been invited to a grass autotest on Sunday 12th September and run by 
Falcon MC to be held at Upper Caldecote, near Biggleswade in Beds. You have the option of entering the PCA event 
(passengers) or the other event (no passengers) and the entry fee is £15.50 or £17 respectively. Regs now available. 

CSMA Track Day   This is a non-timed event at the Castle Combe race track in Wiltshire on 
Thursday 16th September. You’ll be able to drive your own car or bike round the circuit 
throughout the day, at a pace of your own choosing. Each driver/rider should have a 
minimum of five sessions on-track with the opportunity of some one-to-one tuition with an 
experienced racing instructor during the day. Helmets are available on loan from the circuit. 
Front seat passengers are permitted but they must be at least 17years old, be ‘signed-on’, 
and attend and fully understand the safety briefings and procedures. The full day of on-track action will finish at 5pm. 
Entry fee is £110 per person. 

Hollstar Intergroup Table Top Rally  This year the event will be hosted by NEL at their Cheshunt club venue on 
Tuesday 21st September. Maps should be provided, so just bring some pencils and a romer (new at £5 from myself). 

NWL Car Trial  Dave Smith will be organising a Car Trial at a site near Dunstable (not the 
one previously used for the Concorde PCT) which is a very large steep grass slope. This 
means that courses can be laid out that are suitable for all types and sizes of cars and is 
totally non damaging. The entry fee should be £24 and the regs will be out soon. 

Autumn Autotest  The last of the grass autotests for the year will be held at the usual Studd 
Farm site over near Dunstable. The entry fee is £17 and nice easy all-forward tests are on 
offer and are suitable for your standard car. Let me know if you require regs. 

Mike Biss: NLC Motor Sports Coordinator Tel: 01525 720299 E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com 
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 Dates for your Diary    

 Club Night Venue : Bishop’s College  Noggin & Natt er Venues may vary month by 
 Churchgate, Cheshunt  month so keep a close watch on the Newsletter  
 Evenings start at 7.30 for 7.45pm   each month for precise details of location . 
 Clubnight  –  2 nd  Tuesday,   Noggins  –  4 th  Tuesday  

 

Month  Social Events  Sporting Events  

Aug 

2010 

Tue 10 th Club Night – Jigsaw Drive  

Sun 15 th Invite to GBMC Treasure Hunt, starting from the 
Prince of Wales, Burton Lane, Cheshunt 

Tue 24 th Noggin ’n Natter  at The Crown 

Sat/Sun 27/28 th Thruxton Big Weekend 

Sun 8 th Grasshopper 
Autotest 

 

Sept 

 2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night – Annual Quiz  

Sun 19 th Treasure Hunt followed by Lunch at Rose Café in 
Hertford 

Tue 28 th Noggin ’n Natter at The Crown 

Tue 21st   Hollstar    
Table Top Rally 
(NLC) 

Sun 26 th NWL Trial 

Oct 

2010 

Wed 6 th  GBMC quiz 

Sun 10 th Visit to Castle Point Transport Museum 

Tue 12 th Club Night –  Guest Speaker, John Ghafur on 
Robin Hood 

Tue 26 th Noggin ’n Natter at The Crown 

Sun 3rd NWL 
Autumn Autotest 

Nov 

2010 

Tue 9 th  Club Night – Beetle Drive 

Tue 23rd Noggin ’n Natter at The Crown 

 

Dec 

2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night -  Social evening with a Quiz Medley  

Jan 

2010 

Tue 11 th Club Night – Guest Speaker 

Sun 16 th Post Christmas Lunch at Jigsaw 

Tue 25 th Noggin ’n Natter at The Crown 

 

The Crown at Broxbourne , Old Nazeing Road, 
Broxbourne,  Herts. ,  EN10 6QT 

From A1170 Broxbourne High Road, at traffic lights take 
the B194 Station Road towards Nazeing and Broxbourne 
Station. In 0.4 mile, immediately after crossing the 
railway bridge, take the narrow right turn into Old 
Nazeing Road. In 0.1 mile, cross over the Lee navigation  
and after a further 0.1 mile, the Crown is on the left.  

Bishop’s College  , EN8 9XQ (Civic Offices) is 
located on Churchgate, at its junction with College 
Road, about 300m West of the A10 junction with 
College road (Traffic lights and pedestrian 
footbridge). Our Clubroom is in the Beaufort Suite, 
which appears to be an old Chapel. 

Ample parking through arch between main 
buildings.  

For further details see inside or Ring the Secretary; Ron Barnett on 01992 581007 or contact him via 
E-Mail on nelgroup@csmaclub.org  Visit our Website at www.csmanel.btinternet.co.uk 

 


