
Bad roads have been with us, in 
varying degrees, for many years but these 
past two years seem really—and in reality—
to be the icing on the cake. (Take away the 
cold bit and you are left with the crumbly bit). 
I am pleased to learn that local Councils in 
the areas in which I travel are tackling the 
problem of the 
potholes caused 
by the last two 
winters and are 
not only filling 
them in but 
digging deep to 
firm foundations 
and building  
upwards to the 
surface rather 
than just filling in 
the holes with 
hard core and 
topping them off, 
as was done in 
some instances 
during 2009 and 
undone in 2010. 
Clearly, these major repairs (against the first-
aid ones) take longer to do and can cause 
disruption for longer periods but the lesson of 
the old adage “spoil the sheep for a ha’porth 
of tar” seems to have been learned—hence 
the deep dig conscientious building up from 
the bottom.  

I have also noticed the complete 
rebuilding of roads that have steadily fallen 
apart over a number of years, one in 
particular in Epsom, which has caused the 
complete shutting down  of each side of the 
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road and not allowing access except to the 
residents. This is a busy road and, before the 
repair, resembled a scrambles course. I have 
not seen it since its renewal but fully expect 
to be satisfied as to the outcome (watch this 
space and I will tell you the name of the road 
- Oh!  I am a tease!). 

On a road into Cobham I successfully 
avoided falling into a deep hole at the last 
second but like the careful driver I am (was) I 
have never been back there to look at the 
repair. It must have cost a lot of motorists a 

lot of 
money—I 
shudder to 
think how 
much. 
Happily my 
own Council 
is vigorously 
tackling the 
problem and 
is expecting 
to repair more 
than 10,000 
potholes as a 
result of 
damage 
caused by the 
recent cold 

spells. The worst affected areas are being 
tackled first and while a considerable amount 
of disruption is resulting, it is being borne 
stoically by the natives.      

You can report damage to roads and 
pavements to your local Council.  
 

Ed   
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It was good to see so many at our talk 
on Surrey village signs by John Chisholm . 
This was the first time that John had 
presented the talk in this way, he had 
previously shown a picture of the sign only. I 
hope you enjoyed the evening, I certainly did 
not know that there were so many villages in 
Surrey and had not even heard of some of 
them, or where they were.  

I did not realise that signs were only 
put up in the early twentieth century and they 
were suggested by King Edward V11, the 
first being in Norfolk, close to the 
Sandringham Estate. It was in 1929 that a 
Harry Carter, an art and woodwork master at 
Hamond’s Grammar School, Swaffham, 
Norfolk, carved a sign for his home town. 
When he died in 1983 he had carved over 
200 town and village signs. I do not know 
what was used before then—perhaps only 
milestones, which go back a long time. An 
early one can be seen outside Charing Cross 
station in London—the Eleanor Cross put up 
in the late thirteenth century— even 
signposts, showing directions to the next 
village/town are late Victorian.   

 
Hasn’t the price of petrol increased 

lately? It is now  over £5.35 a gallon in old   
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money.  I understand that it will increase 
further this year to around £1.25 a litre, or 
nearly £5.70 per gallon.  
 
Hasn’t the weather been bad so far this year? 
According to our records it has been the 
wettest and coldest winter for many years. 
This has delayed the planting of seeds and 
many plants have not come through yet. How 
are you getting on? It is only recently, a 
couple of weeks before Easter, that the 
daffodils have come out—even the early 
ones. Come on, Spring! 
              

Secretary’s Notes  

 
This year’s Quadruplex is being held at 
Greenwood Park Community Centre, 
Tippendell Lane, Chiswell Green, 
St Albans.  AL2 3HW.  (This is about 
2 miles from junction 21A of the M25) 
on Saturday, 26th June and is being 
organised by North West London Group. 
Meet at 1.30pm for 2.00pm start  
and aim to finish 4.30 / 5.00pm. 
I hope we can enter a couple of teams, 
so please contact me for further details. 
 
     Roger Having a chat at  The Cricketers, Ockley.  

Picture courtesy of Bill. 



The Toyota motor car problems 
seem to have settled down now and I 
would think that by now all of the affected 
vehicles will have been attended to and 
their faulty parts replaced. It must have 
been quite a shock for those who went 
through the trauma of a sticking 
accelerator pedal or an unresponsive brake 
pedal, most particularly, as was reported in 
one case, the driver was unable to switch 
off his engine .Even after the replacements 
I wonder if any damage has been caused to 
the engine, valve stems  and springs,  
tappets  and such— due, as had been 
reported, to the engine “screaming at top 
revs” as one driver put it and if they  have 
been weakened. 

Actually, it would be reassuring to 
learn from our own Toyota drivers that this 
extended damage has not taken place.     

I must say that I have always 
thought Toyota to be one of the “better” 
cars on the market and was very surprised 
to learn of these difficulties. I have an 
earlier publication of  Which? Magazine 
that reports on “The best and worst cars to 
own” and this make is very high in the 
pecking order with owners reporting it to 
be “The best car I have ever had”. A 
“Yaris” owner bemoans the fact that 
“They, like  the “ Verso”, are not being 
made any more as they are spacious and 
reliable”. 

These remarks cover the period 
2000– 2005. Which? further describes the 
Verso  as a regular reader favourite. 

The “ Corolla” also has high marks 
in this area. 

Doubtless we all laud our own 
vehicles I know George is very satisfied 
with his Skoda Estate. I am well satisfied 
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with my Rover 214 hatchback, it never 
having let me down, but the same has also 
to be said of the 213 that I had before it. I 
have always had the B.M.C. brand makes, 
starting with the Morris Minor 1000. 
Fourteen years I had that and then sold it  
on as a fully functioning motor, and have 
always experienced virtually 100% 
reliability with them. On the nostalgia 
trail,  I did like the Austin 1800. I always 
knew when I reached 90 in it as the air 
punching underneath lifted it up and the 
steering became light, though  still 
manageable, and it regularly sailed along 
indicating 100 on the clock weren’t those 
the days lads?! Pre Suez, of course      

Today, however,  my motoring days 
could  well be over as I have just learned 
that while it may be possible to reverse the 
degeneration in  my left eye there is also a 
swelling in  the retina that it may not be 
possible to remove. So if I am lucky there 
may be an improvement of sorts. I just 
hope the imponderables will enable me to 
see something of practical value in due 
course. 

  
This means that my Rover 214, 

which was brought up to “as new” 
specification in 2009,  could well be up 
for sale. Is this the end of my road? I do 
hope not.  

                                            Stan 

Chairman’s Chat 

The Toyota Verso 
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 George’s                                          
Jaunts 
 
 

   January 30th produced a 
relatively pleasant evening 
on which to celebrate our 
Group New Year Party. 
There wasn’t any snow on 
the ground in our area and 
less traffic that normal on 
the roads meant an early 
arrival at the Clubroom 
site, thus we had the car 
boot unloaded  in good 
time before the “joint” was 
opened up. Welcome 
helping hands soon 
arranged the load into the 
clubroom and no time was 
lost in setting up the food 
tables for the American 
Supper and the table for 
the Bring and Buy stall.  
   Frank B had made the 
arrangements for a raffle 
with splendid prizes  and 
produced yet another of his 
famous mind-bending 
quizzes on an unusual 
theme. This was another 
silent sheet of paper posing 
twenty questions with 
clues to enable contestants 
to state the titles of the 
musical pieces, but the 
given clues seemed to  
apply to various tunes and 
Frank insisted that only the 
names on his private list  
were correct.   
    The Bring and Buy stall 
opened for business and 
the bargain hunters 
commenced to operate in 

earnest. , the food tables 
were declared open and 
ready for demolition; raffle 
tickets were sold and the 
quiz papers distributed and 
all the while the buzz of 
conversation was heavy on 
the air.  
   The American Supper 
produced a wide variety  of 
very tasty food items 
enjoyed by all; the raffle 
went well, particularly as I 
was an early prize winner; 
the B&B produced more 
bargains that bargain-
hunters;  I was lucky again 
in the quiz with 14 correct 
answers out of 20 and after 
tiebreaker questions took 
first prize ( a small electric 
torch). All these 
contributed to another 
successful social evening 
received well earned 
applause.   For myself I 
say again, “Well done, 
Bruv”. Thanks go to the 
Catering Corps and to all 
those who helped with the 
luggage handling.. 
   Although we had no 
snow, the car was well 
frosted up at departure.  
    On Feb 9th we made a 
return visit to The Toby at 
East Ewell for lunch. 
Twenty members turned up 
to enjoy a carvery meal at 
the daytime price of £5. 
Dessert cost extra and an 
example at our table  was 
treacle pudding at £2.20, 
so a two course meal 
turned out to be good value    

 for money. 
     Krazy Whist was the 
item for entertainment  at 
our clubnight on Saturday 
27 February with the 
games  plans prepared as 
usual by Frank B. 
However, as he was 
recovering from some 
surgery on his walking 
parts (the real thing, 
nothing theatrical this 
time) Frank took advice 
and remained seated 
during the evening.Roger’s 
offer to “play Frank’s 
game” was accepted  and 
off we went with a new 
front man. As was to be 
expected, the rules of whist 
were changed out of 
recognition so we had 
trumps, no trumps, two 
sets of trumps at one time, 
and worthless picture cards 
AND hands half played 
then given to the next 
seated player, hands played 
face up “as they came” 
without any choice of skill. 
Then, to cap it all, bonus 
tricks were given which 
seemed to remove any 
sense of priority from the 
proceedings. At the close 
of play, total individual 
scores were added and 
(surprise, surprise) I found 
I had made the highest 
score but this was due only 
to the high number of 
bonus tricks I gathered  (at 
one game five bonus 
points were awarded for 
each Jack held among the  
   go to column 1, page 6)   
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The Financial Services Authority 
has issued the following 
proclamation. 

             (Contributed by Brenda) 
Helping people deal with high-pressure     

sales techniques   
We are writing to you as a member of the 

Publicity Register to let you know about our 
campaign to alert people about high-pressure 
sales techniques. 

The Financial Services Authority (FSA) is 
working to stop the bad sales practices used by 
some stock broking firms. Some firms are using 
high-pressure techniques to sell high risk 
investment products, often to potentially 
vulnerable people for whom such products are not 
suitable. The FSA has taken enforcement action 
against five  firms to date and work is continuing 
work in this area. 

It is important that we alert people to the 
risks posed by these techniques as investing in 
financial products for which they do not 
understand the associated risks can be devastating 
not only financially  but also psychologically. 

The FSA produced a new 
Moneymadeclear leaflet –Say ’No’ to high 
pressure sales. These firms will target anyone so 
the more people we can reach the better. We hope 
you will be able to help us as a member of the 
COI publicity register. 

People can contact the Moneymadeclear 
service online or over the phone for any questions 
they may have in relation to high-pressure sales or 
for general free, impartial guidance and 
information. The service gives practical tips for 
choosing the right product, and what to do if 
things go wrong. 

How you can help… 
We need your help to distribute and the 

enclosed leaflet helping us to reach the people 
who will benefit most from this information. 

To get free copies of the leaflet or to find 
out more about the Moneymadeclear service 
please call 0300 500 5000 or visit 
moneymadeclear.fsa.gov.uk  

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your continued support. 

On the Lighter Side 
Announcement in a church bulletin for a 

National PRAYER AND FASTING conference; 
“The cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer 
Conference includes meals”. 

 
The sermon this morning “Jesus Walks on 

the Water”. The sermon tonight “Searching for 
Jesus” 

   
“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. 

It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house.  Don’t forget your 
husbands” 

 
The peacemaking meeting scheduled for 

today has been cancelled due to a conflict. 
 
Don’t let worry kill you off—let the 

Church help. 
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not 

pass this way again” giving obvious pleasure to 
the congregation. 

 
For those of you who have children and 

don’t know it we have a nursery downstairs. 
 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon 

topic will be “What is Hell?” Come early and 
listen to our choir practice. 

 
Eight new choir robes are currently  

needed due to the addition of several new 
members and to the deterioration of some older 
ones  

 
The church will host an evening of fine 

dining, superb entertainment and gracious 
hostility. 

 
Pot luck super Sunday at 5.00 o’clock 

PM—prayer and medication to follow.  
 
Ladies of the Church have cast off 

clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the 
basement on Friday afternoon. 

 
 

           Hallelujah! 

Say ‘No’ to  
high-pressure sales 
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     (from page 4)  
tricks and I had three out of four): At another 
game five bonus points were given to the player 
with the lowest score—me : and another time I 
was forced to change hands making me exchange 
a load of rubbish to get a very nice collection of 
high trump cards from a young lady who didn’t 
hide her feelings over the matter. 
    Everyone enjoyed the evening’s activities and 
thanks were given to both Frank and Roger for 
their efforts. (I must admit to being a little more 
than worried as Roger confided that he enjoyed 
being wicked. I must watch over the lad to ensure 
he doesn’t fall completely under the influence). 

                                (picture by Roger)      
 
 A return trip to The Goat at Upper Halliford on 
March 11th for lunch made a welcome break 
from the bleak winter. The food was well up to 
the standard sought by the Surrey   Gannets and I 
heard no complaints about menu prices. After an 
enjoyable meal a number of us went on the 
nearby Squires Garden Centre either to purchase 
plants or further slake our thirsts in the cafeteria, 
or both. It was a nice bright afternoon although 
the wind was fresh. No doubt the Committee will 
continue to regard the venue as acceptable.  
   On Saturday 27 March the main item on the 
programme was something quite new for Surrey 
Group—it was a talk on Surrey Village Signs. It 
turned out to be an illustrated talk delivered by 
John Chisholm, a member of The Village Signs 
Society. John’s collection of colour high quality 
photographs includes place names almost from A 
to Z certainly the first, if not the last.  Some of 
the signs were works of the blacksmith’s art; 
some  were quality paintings including heraldic 
items and scenes depicting churches, bridges, 
sports and many other items of recognition. Other 

signs, unfortunately, only included the village 
name. Some of the places named had grown into 
towns but many in the local population have fond 
memories of the “good old days” of village life. 
To accompany the photographic display John 
spoke of the history of the village signs  when 
they were built (or rebuilt), who did the work 
(some were produced by local enthusiasts, others 
by local Councils) and he asked his audience to 
give any further gems of information the local 
residents might have 
   At the end of our journey from A almost to Z 
John asked “Any questions?” and he got quite a 
few, resulting in further pearls of local wisdom 
being revealed to us. Then came another item 
which caused great interest—John had a large 
photo album full of spares which he offered free 
of charge to the audience. Thinking of the 
possibilities  (for inclusion of suitable items in 
Surrey Group News showing places we had 
visited, or for Committee discussion on where we 
might like to visit) we made a quick dive into  the 
album then passed it on to individuals choice. The 
large number of members who made their own 
selection of items from the spares album 
indicated the quite intense degree of interest we 
have in village signs. Group members all enjoyed 
John’s presentation and responded with a suitable 
round of applause. John’s programme fortunately 
continued longer than originally intended so by 
unanimous decision the other programme item 
(bingo) was “given a miss” to enable the chat to 
continue. The spares album included a number of 
pictures of signs in nearby places outside Surrey 
(Kent was one example). Other nearby Groups 
might be interested in what is available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           George      
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   All our luncheon visits start at 12 noon. Come early for a chat beforehand. 
        
  Prices quoted are correct at time of printing. Telephone Roger Clark for further information     
 

         LUNCHES FOR MAY 2010           

On Tuesday 11 
May  we are going to 
Pembroke Lodge, 
Richmond Park, 
TW10 5HX  - for the 
present still free of parking 
charges so come and enjoy 
while you can. Eat there or 
picnic outside  and then 
enjoy the delights of 
Isabella Plantation  Lunch 
prices around £9.95.   

Wednesday 26 May   we visit the Prince of Wales, West End Village Esher, KT18 
8LA  (as so few were able to attend last January) and then make our way to Garsons 
Farm at KT18 8LS for the customary tea and spend. Lunch prices around £10.00 for two 
courses.      
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   All  our luncheon visits start at 12.00 noon. Come early for a chat beforehand 
 
 Prices quoted are correct at time of printing. Telephone Roger Clark  for further information. 

    On Thursday 10 June you can ride the Hog’s Back to The Good Intent, 
The Street, Puttenham, GU3 1AR or a picnic on the common and then  

stroll around the Lakes.  Lunch prices around £9.95           
  
    
  On Tuesday 22 June, after a long gap we again go to The White Hart, 
High Street, Godstone RH9 8DU and then take a walk around this picturesque 
village. Lunch prices are  one course £5.95 and two courses £7.95.  This is a Nectar card 
pub which attracts Nectar points 

              Lunches for June 2010  


