
Scalectrix Night 
   

Because we had to get the last 
newsletter to print earlier than usual                                                 
the results of this night’s Team efforts 
did not get printed. Here, then are 
those results: 
   1st:    Nigel and Samuel 
   2nd:   Brian and Viv 
   3rd:    John and Lillian 
   4th:    Kenneth and Jennifer   
   5th:    Robin and Marlene 

Congratulations to all of you. 
And if you want your time cards back 
to keep for posterity do ask and I will 
see that they get to you.  

I have learned that this 
entertainment is not to be continued, I 
am given to understand,  because it 
has proved not to be  cost effective 
(though the lack of sufficient space for 
the layouts in the Groups locations for 
all three tracks may well be another 
reason) so your time cards may  
become unique and valuable items at 
some time in the future. Of course, 
they may not. . . . 

The Final was held on Saturday, 
20th February at Chiswell Green.  
Surrey Group was represented by our 
winners – Samuel and Nigel.  The 
Championship event was won by 
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North East Group with Surrey group 
finishing 5th out of 6.  The President’s 
Cup was won by North West London 
for the umpteenth time with Surrey 
Group finishing 4th out of 6.  

 

Scratchcard 
At last we have got our 

scratchcard winnings. After 137 days. 
Still, at least we got them so there is 
another ten quid in the kitty for the 
Group. Mind you, it has cost us £10.89 
to get there. Poor odds, to say the 
least. 

 

Colour 
     I have mentioned this newsletter on 
page 2 (whilst wearing my other hat as 
your Chairman) and do not recall ever 
having mentioned at length the 
introduction of colour into it. The last 
two issues before the introduction 
produced poor black and white images 
which were quite unacceptable and it 
was only on the offer of Roger to take 
over the printing that we were able to 
pursue this advancement. Our printer 
at the time would have been able to 
print in colour but the cost would have 
been astronomical. So, be advised, 
you have Roger to thank for the 
pleasure of seeing our photographs in 
colour. Thanks for that, Roger. 
                                               ��  
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North London Centre or the Editor or the Surrey Group 
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First and foremost , I regret to 
have to say that I will no longer be 
able to continue as your Chairman 
following the 57th Annual General 
Meeting (see notice below). 
I am obliged to take this step as my 
eyesight has deteriorated and  I 
cannot guarantee to be at  the Group’s 
functions, a duty I think is incumbent 
upon a Chairman.  

You will know that I no longer 
drive at night. Even with my new 
spectacles I now find that I do not feel 
safe to do so during the day either so I 
am now a pedestrian. Ken and Jean 
Mardle have kindly offered to take 
Thelma and me to the Clubnights. We 
are grateful to them for this and hope 
they will be able to continue to perform 
this function for us but the incongruity  
of my position has obliged  me to 
resign the post. I have enjoyed my 
time as your Chairman and thank you 
all for tolerating me.  

 � 	

Over my years with the Group . 
I have become aware of and visited  
no less that 37  pubs, restaurants and 
post lunch locations  on the Group  
outings that I otherwise would not and  
by any standards this is an 
achievement and it is all down to  
Surrey Group and its Committee 
stalwarts whose enterprise over the 
years has located these places. Some 
are more memorable (picturesque?) 
than others, The Anchor, at Pyrford 
Lock, for instance, but all have proved 
to be up to the standards the Group 
seeks, albeit some more than others. 
Be assured that though Thelma and I  
may be limited in our outings in the 
future we can recall them all and 
unhesitatingly recommend them.  

For the time being, should it be 
your wish, I will continue as your 
Newsletter Editor. For how long I 
cannot say but I will quite understand 
should you want to appoint another. In 
this area too I have learned much. The  
process has been a learning curve, 
and a most enjoyable one. 
                                         Stan 

Chairman’s Chat 
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I hereby give formal notice that the 57th Annual General Meeting of Surrey 
Group of CSMA  will take place on Saturday, 24th April 2010 at 7.30 pm at  the 
Clubroom, Banstead Centre, The Horseshoe, Bolters L ane, Banstead . 
SM7 2BQ for the purpose of transacting the business  of the Group.  

Hear your Committee’s report. 
Appoint your Secretary and Treasurer  

Nominate and appoint: 
Your Chairman and five  Committee members  
Propose improvements to our social calendar  

(Nominations to the Secretary by 10th April 2010, p lease.) 
(Current members are prepared to stand  and Chairman to stand pro tem) 
 
S L Hawkins                                                                             Chairman 



I hope you have all managed to cope in 
these recent bad weather conditions and that you 
are getting out and about.   If driving how are 
your roads?  Do you have many potholes?  I am 
finding loads of them all over the county - some 
on main roads.  On the radio someone from the 
Council said that only those 40mm deep (that’s 
nearly 2 inches in old money) would be filled-in.   

Membership Fees 
I thought that it would be useful to 

remind everyone that there is now a membership 
fee of £15.00 to become a member of CSMA.  I 
understand that the breakdown cover will be 
reduced by the membership fee.  The original 
agreement was that Liverpool Victoria would let 
CSMA have this sum for each CSMA member 
taking out the cover, but it is now agreed that it 
should be paid direct to CSMA by the members.  

Pageant 
Something that the North London Centre 

started was the Military Pageant Day at Old 
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Warden and this has now been taken over by 
the CSMA Club.  I have now had more 
information about the event.  It is now going to 
be held on the weekend of 31st July and 1st 
August (not the dates in the Club Magazine).  
For further information of the actual event see 
page 27 of February’s issue of the CSMA Club 
Magazine.   

I understand that so far 300 tickets have 
been sold and the hotel has sold out.  There are 
still places at the camping site but there are only 
18 places available, so get in fast as it should be 
an interesting event.  If you want further 
information on this event, please let me know. 

Afternoon meetings 
Something that has been suggested to 

me is that should we hold our club nights in the 
afternoon, rather than the evening, as some 
members do not like driving at night time.  
What are your thoughts about this and should 
we discuss them at the AGM?  It has not as yet 
been put forward as an item on the agenda, but 
could be if there is enough interest.  

 
 
Roger 

Secretary’s Notes    

Ever wondered what this famous 
endurance race is like?  Thought about going?  
Would you prefer to go with a group of like-
minded friends instead of alone?  Well satisfy 
your curiosity this year by joining CSMA Club’s 
own 4-day trip to Le Mans -  11th - 14th June.  
See the Works Aston Martins, Audis, Peugeots, 
not to mention Nigel Mansell and his sons in the 
Ginetta Zytek and a few Ferraris and Jags; in all, 
55 entries with 10 reserves.   Each coach will be 
accompanied by seasoned CSMA Club members 
with years of experience of the trip and only too 
ready to help answer any questions you might 
have.  

The CSMA Club trip coaches start from 
London, near to Euston & St Pancras Stations, on 
the Friday morning, or you can join the coach at 
Dover for the channel crossing by ferry and stop 
at Hotels in Rouen that evening, giving you 
plenty of time to explore the city and find a 
restaurant for dinner.  After breakfast you 
continue to Le Mans, via a supermarket break at 
Alencon, arriving at the Circuit at lunchtime.  

Entrance to the track is 5 mins walk from the 
coach park and there will be ample time to soak 
up the atmosphere before the 3pm start.  There 
will be a ‘Members inclusive BBQ with all food 
and drinks included’ back at the coach between 8 
and 10pm, and for those who want it, the coach 
will be open all night for sleeping, though many 
regulars take a small tent and put them up in the 
coach park.  At the end of the race (3pm), the 
coaches will return to the Hotels in Rouen and 
depart for London after breakfast on the Monday 
morning, arriving in London around 6pm. 

For an all-in cost of £239 pp, you will 
receive the return trip, two nights B&B in Rouen, 
General Administration Tickets to the Circuit and 
the CSMA Club BBQ, plus you will be travelling 
exclusively with other members and friends.  If 
you would like to add a Grandstand Ticket with a 
reserved seat for the 24 hrs, they are available for 
an additional £95.   

For further information or to book, contact 
Galloway Coach Travel on 01449 618 077. 

Jeff Kenyon 

The 24 hour Le Mans 2010 
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 I am sorry if this 
report goes back a bit but 
the Christmas lunch notice 
under the newsletter’s  
December cover knocks us 
sideways a bit. Whatever! 
On 12 November our 
chosen venue was Park 
Place, right next to 
Mitcham Common . This 
hostelry is a carvery 
establishment currently 
enjoying a sparkling 
reputation (demonstrated 
by the request when we 
arrived of, “Are you in the 
party of fifty?”) and 
sporting a fine inexpensive 
menu.  As far as I could 
see, the Surrey Gannets all 
partook of the carvery’s 
vittles where the main 
menu was priced at £5. 
The charge for home made 
ice cream with chocolate 
flake was £1 but on 
presentation of the 
appropriate voucher when 
ordering the additional 
charge was waived. 
Thelma had the voucher 
and so four of us got our 
ice cream free. 

There were no 
complaints about the 
quality of the food, though 
some said  that the plates 
were cold and this 
reflected in the heat of 
their meals. This did not 
apply to our table, however 
- we were sated.  

After lunch most of 

us took the short drive to 
Morden Hall Park for a 
leisurely stroll along the 
banks of the Wandle and 
viewed the burgeoning 
display of Christmas 
presents  in the National 
Trust shop/cafeteria.  

Altogether an 
extremely pleasant outing 
for a November day. 

2009 seems to have 
disappeared a long time 
ago but I must record how 
we saw the old year out.  

On 14 December the 
members gathered at The 
Haywain in Epsom for the 
prime purpose of 
celebrating Christmas  
with a seasonal lunch. For 
me the meal had a few 
surprises about it by 
conveying a sausage and 
some stuffing in a 
Yorkshire Pudding, and it 
was quite short of 
vegetables (apart from 
potatoes).  The meal was 
accompanied by party hats, 
crackers, party poppers and 
balloons all of which 
added a festive atmosphere 
to the occasion. The 
balloons caused 
amusements they were 
quite difficult to inflate  
and on release careered 
through the air on an 
unchartered course around 
the pub. 

Bill’s Bulletin   
Our first lunch date 

for 2010 on 13 January was 
the Prince of Wales, 
baulked by heavy snow and 
ice in most awkward  
places on the roads. Roger 
and Ann, and Brenda and I,  
turned up in case anyone 
did come. The pub staff 
seemed grateful we were 
there, along with three 
other customers, in the 
large dining room and gave 
us premier service, The 
meals served were of first 
class quality and 
reasonably priced. Outside, 
the village green was 
picturesque and the 
duckpond partly iced over 
with a large number of 
small ducks (dicks?) 
defending their patch of 
clear water (see photo). 
Very few other cars were 
about so we made our 
careful way to Garsons 
Farm (see photo).  

After a quick trip to 
the farm shop to buy a few 
items we returned to the 
restaurant  to partake of  
further refreshment.  We 
then walked round to view 
the goodies on show before 
driving home, Roger to 
Horley and us to Esher.     

George’s 
Jaunts 
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They are ‘antics’ after the event 

but at the time they are ‘hectics’. 
Ian, John and I had been to a 

little aerodrome on Teesside to have a 
quick meeting with one of Ian’s 
relatives who, if time allowed, I would 
take for a little fly around  and show 
him some of his surroundings from a 
different angle. All went well. The flight 
up the east coast was picturesque and 
informative but otherwise uneventful. 
Visibility was good and we landed with 
my usual aplomb “Well, that was 
alright” (on the basis that all landings 
are controlled crashes—I’m only 
kidding, I think). After our meeting and 
the local foray, following which we 
were treated to a light lunch, we 
prepared for the return journey. 
Weather report was acceptable though 
little clouds were forming. 

On the way up we had a light 
southwesterly breeze and this was still 
in evidence though perhaps a little 
stronger. Nothing to worry about. 
Having filled up the tanks (one of my 
little foibles, working on the principle 
that having a full tank of fuel is better 
than just “having enough to get back to 
base”) we taxied out and off we went. 
The first waypoint was Hull. 140 
degrees, allow 5 degrees for the wind, 
so 145 degrees compass heading. 
There we picked up the coastline to 
continue to Clacton, provided you go 
down to 1500 feet over Humberside, 
skirt round the danger area and get 
permission to fly through Marham’s 
and Sculthorpe’s airspaces 

Over Essex two things 
happened. The southwesterly backed 
to a southeasterly and the cloud began 
to thicken. We turned onto 240 
degrees to make Southend, which we 

overflew without difficulty. 
Then it got thick. Not to worry. 

Headcorn is 180 degrees from 
Southend so head that way and set a 
compass heading of 175 degrees. We 
had to go up a bit to come out “on top” 
and motored on. Twenty minutes 
would be enough to get to Headcorn 
so set the stopwatch, start to descent 
at fifteen minutes and, as all you pilots 
know, commence the tricky bit. I could 
have tuned in to the Detling VOR for a 
fix but decided not to. MISTAKE. Had I 
done so I would have seen that the 
wind had livened considerably and 
blown me much further west that I had 
calculated.   

We didn’t actually come out from 
under the cloudbase but at almost  
1000ft we saw the ground. Four more 
minutes and the aerodrome would 
emerge. Like heck, it would. A town 
emerged instead. There was the 
railway line and there was the kink so 
it must be Tonbridge. Okay, turn east, 
follow the line and that will get us to 
Headcorn. This was easier said than 
done for the cloudbase dropped 
dramatically. John, sitting in the back, 
just closed his eyes while Ian, sitting 
next to me, got out his packet of 
Rollo’s and we each had one. I was 
too far south of the line by now to see 
it and follow it and did not know how 
low the base now was. It was a bit hilly 
right underneath and I was not keen 
on cutting anybody’s grass so 
maintaining 1200 feet I turned east 
onto 090 degrees and headed for 
Dover calculating that at the coast the 
cloud would have dispersed enough to 
let me see something. 

Fortunately the base started to 
lift after ten minutes and, joy of joys, I 
saw the white gasometers Ashford! 
Keeping these in sight I did a sharp 
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“Pilot to Tower. Do you read?” 
 
Tower: “Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 
o’clock, 6 miles” 
 Delta 351: “Give us another hint. We have 
digital watches” 
 
Tower: “TWA 2341, for noise abatement 
turn right 45 degrees”. 
 TWA2341: “Centre, we are at 35,000 feet. 
How much noise can we make up here?” 
 Tower:  “Sir, have you ever heard the 
noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?” 
 
 
A student became lost during a solo cross-
country flight. While attempting to locate 
the aircraft on radar, ATC asked, “What 
was your last known position?” 
 Student: “When I was number one for 
takeoff”  
 
 
A DC-10 had come in a little hot and thus 
had an exceedingly long roll-out after 
touching down. San Jose Tower noted 
“American 751, make a hard right turn at 
the end of the runway, if you are able. If 
you are not able, take the Guadalupe exit 
off highway 101, make a right at the lights 
and return to the airport”.   
 
 
There’s a story about the military pilot 
calling for a priority landing because his 
single-engine jet fighter was running “a bit 
peaked”. Air Traffic Control told the 
fighter jock  that he was number two 
behind a B-52 that had one engine shut 
down.  
 “Ah”, the fighter pilot remarked, “The 
dreaded seven-engine approach!”. 
 

Over and out 

180 and down to 1000 feet made my 
way back along the railway line and 
into the murk. By the time I got to the 
Headcorn approach I was down to 
below 600 feet but  at least got some 
visibility. I called for a bad weather 
approach and got it.  
  Headcorn’s runway is 11/29 which 
means that one of the runways is 110 
degrees and the other way is 290. 
This is almost in line with the railway 
but as the wind was at 120 degrees 
and I was travelling on 290 I had to do 
another 180 to get in line for a landing 
on runway 11. I joined “Downwind”, 
went past the aerodrome, did the 180, 
called “Golf—Zulu Echo, Finals” and 
landed. By this time John had opened 
his eyes and as a penance for having 
so little faith had to buy us two bacon 
sarnies each with coffee to wash them 
down. The radio man, Chris Freeman, 
(a lovely man and a great loss when 
he died) said that he had heard us go 
by (west to east) and was ready for us 
on our return.  

Had I not been able to get down 
at Headcorn it would have meant 
diverting to Biggin Hill and doing an 
instrument approach down their ILS 
(Instrument Landing System).  Just as 
well I filled up at Teeside for I would 
Unlikely have got there with “just 
enough to get back to base”.   

Stan 

Safe Landing  (photo by John)                                                    
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Surrey Group Clubroom is at The Banstead Ceentre,  
The Horseshoe,  off Bolters Lane, Banstead, Surrey, SM7 2BQ 

 from 7.00 until 10.00 pm. The Clubnights and (ample) parking are free of charge. 
Tea and coffee are provided free of charge 

  
On 27 March 2010 we have a speaker  who will regale us with a talk  entitled, “Village 
Signs in Surrey”. These have largely disappeared over the years so this talk will be as 
poignant as it will be interesting. 
 
The 24 April meeting will be our 57th Annual General Meeting.. Please see the formal 
notice on page two and the Chairman’s call to arms (so to speak). Following  the AGM 
there will be a Ploughman’s Supper, after which Frank will put on a music quiz. 
 
We are sure you will all make the effort to come to this meeting, air your views and 
maybe fill the air with your own inimitable melodic vocals. We are anxious to hear what 
you have to say about our choice of lunch venues.                                                          
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 The Banstead Centre                                                                          

Saturday Clubnights 
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   All  our luncheon visits start at 12.00 noon. Come early for a chat beforehand 
 
 Prices quoted are correct at time of printing. Telephone Roger Clark  for further information. 
                
 
 
 
 
On Thursday 11 March we go back to 
The Goat, Upper Halliford Road, 
Upper Halliford, TW17 8RX , (last time 
we were there was 20 August 08)  
followed by  a visit to Squires Garden 
Centre,  further along the Upper 
Halliford Road.  

 
 
 
Wednesday 14 April will see us at   The 
Beehive, Doversgreen Road,  
Woodhatch, Reigate, RH2 8EG (prices 
from £4.95 upwards) We were last here in 
August 2007 so changes may be expected 
to be seen—likely not so many bees? - 
and afterwards we go to Earlswood 
Lakes ,  just on the left along Woodhatch 
Road, or visit Reigate 
Garden Centre  
nearby. 
  

Lunches in March and April 2010  


