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Well, for once it’s not raining as I type this 
column. In fact we’ve hardly seen a drop 
since the water butts filled up before we 
went off for a few days in the camper. Our 
trip ending up in Yeovil where we met up 
with a few Nellies and some even older 
friends for Jim Hannaford’s belated 
birthday celebrations. 
Our travels continued and we were able to  
catch up with more of you last weekend, 
both at the Quadruplex on Saturday and 
at the BBQ on Sunday. Rosie & I made 
the journey up from Sussex late on Friday 
evening  and after our first night at Ron’s, 
were fully refreshed and prepared for the 
very varied menu of activities and 
refreshments waiting for us over at 
Chiswell Green. Despite the heat, NEL 
managed to win back the trophy after 
some 12 years!  Well done to NWL 
organisers Mike, Sarah, Claire & Shirley 
for all their efforts. 

 
The heat continued and it was off to 
Hatfield to enjoy the following day’s menu. 
Staff & Robert were close to boiling point 
over the coals, although Lesley and a few 
others  managed to cool off later!  
Many thanks to them for a very enjoyable 
afternoon, and of course to Ron for putting 
us up and making sure we didn’t go 
hungry on Saturday evening. 
                                                         Dave 
Copy for next month’s issue should be sent to 
Dave Rosher, by E-Mail if possible, to the address 
opposite:to arrive on or before 25 July  please. 
The opinions and recommendations expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, the North East London Group Committee 
or  CSMA Club Ltd. 



 
July Chatter from your Chairman 
  
Our main event last month, and our flagship event of the year, was the Juniper Autotest 
held at Hatfield on 6 June. Over the years it has developed into a very well respected 

round of the BTRDA championship and this 
year we went National. Mike Biss is always 
improving his test layouts at the New 
Barnfield site and the latest tweaks provided 
everyone with an exciting day’s competition, 
or marshalling, depending on your 
involvement. As always, we hope and expect 
the site to still be available to us for next 
year, and we also hope that it will remain as 
a national event. Here’s a picture of the 
winner, the very impressive Alastair Moffat. 
The good weather stayed with us all day, so 

the guys in their specials kept dry and of course, so did the marshals. 
 
The Group provided many of the marshals which was pleasing to see – the event wouldn’t 
run without you, so many thanks. 
 
I couldn’t make the June clubnight and therefore missed a most enthralling presentation by 
John Foster who had brought along a selection of his 78s. Everyone there could certainly 
remember the old records and, by all accounts, they also remembered the records 
themselves. John had a few words of intro to say before each record, which was a good 
way to get you into each one. There is a rumour that he could at a future date bring us 
more up to date and bring along some of his 45s. I shan’t be missing that. 
 
As it’s a summer month we swapped our noggin and natter for a pitch and putt evening. 
The 22nd saw eight of us squaring up at High Beech for our customary exercise of ball 
searching. It’s quite good exercise as there is a good long walk between hedges and 
ditches. I think that, for the first time in living memory, no-one topped their ball into the 
water hazard on the way to the 9th.  The pub next door, The Wellington, has gone through 
a huge makeover and has been transformed. Gone are the sticky carpets and the 
uncomfortable chairs and there are lots of seats and table sets outside on the large lawn. 
Altogether a nice pub to go back to in its own right.  
 
I’m hoping that the Grasshopper will blessed with the same splendid weather that we have 
had for June, so that all you marshals will have a fantastic day helping this NEL grass 
Autotest to run efficiently, as always. 
 
Good weather was with us when several Nellies sent an expeditionary force down to 
Yeovil to catch up with Jim and Christine. Jim was celebrating a belated birthday and we 
were able to help. Bad news while we were there, as we heard that Christine Gannon had 
been taken ill and had been whisked off to hospital. I hope to give you some better news 
next month. 
 
The inter-group Quadruplex competition was 
held on the last Saturday of the month, with 
our neighbours North West London hosting 
the afternoon event. It was a change to have 
something a little different to the normal quiz 
and Mike Harrison had planned a few 
surprise activities for us. Apart from the usual 
general knowledge questions, we had to pit 



amongst other things, our tasting, estimating, reaction & ratcheting skills against the other 
groups in the Centre.  
After an exhausting afternoon, I’m pleased to say that Nellies not only got 1st overall but, 
after 12 long years, also managed to win back the Quadruplex trophy. Well done to Mike, 
Sarah & Claire Harrison and Shirley Baldwin for not only organising a smoothly run event 
but also for their sterling efforts in the kitchen, keeping us fed & watered on what was a 
very hot afternoon. 
 
Our final gathering was the well-supported 
barbeque at Chez Steed. Lesley and Staff 
looked after us all very well and we enjoyed a 
relaxing afternoon just chatting, eating and 
drinking. Oh, and playing the odd game, and I 
mean odd. My thanks to them as it takes a lot of 
effort and preparation time to organise such a 
smooth operation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Finally, good old Hamilton, Murray, the whole of the England football team, the rugby team 
and the cricketers. No favouritism you will notice. 
                                                                                                                             Bernard 
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Hi All   
 
A glorious week or so recently, looks like we are really into summer as the nights start to 
draw in again...  
 
Alas everything in the garden looks like there's been no rain for a month – come to think of 
it there hasn't been much has there ?  My rain butt is still dry since I filled the pond from it 
in May.  
 
We had 8 at the Noggin / Pitch & Putt this month. If it was highest score that wins, I'd have 
cleaned up. As it was, my stupendous score of 68 means  I retain the wooden spoon for 
yet another year. Maybe I should play more than once a year- or just give it up altogether... 



 
On the minor – or should that be major triumphs 
side, a contingent of 9 Nellies represented the 
group at the Quadruplex – and Won! 
First NEL laurels for about 12 years. 
Forgetting to take a camera on the day, we 
managed a winning team photo at the NEL BBQ 
the following day. Our thanks to NWL chairman 
Mike Harrison, ably assisted by daughters and 
sister who presented a smoothly run event.  
 
 
 

The BBQ itself was a scorcher, but plenty of 
shade and cool drinks kept everone happy. 
Terry (cool hand) Hall won the giant Jenga 
competition with consummate ease - and the 
knack of building towers that self-destruct 
after 6 seconds – the rules state that after 5 
seconds, the tower is your opponent's 
problem. 
 
A week before all this, I was down in Yeovil 
for distant NEL member Jim's belated 
birthday bash and met up with a couple of CSMA members who live close to NEL's centre 
of operations. Welcome to Brian & June. Hopefully they will be reading this and will be 
encouraged come along to an event or two.  
 
July's clubnight, if memory serves me right, is an entertainment entitled 'love and marriage' 
by 'the Padwicks' although I could have it completely wrong. Come along on the 13th and 
find out for yourselves. Clubnight is also the deadline for seeing John Foster and paying 
him £12 if you are planning to go to the dog racing evening on Friday 30th. Please Note 
that this is our July Noggin event. 
 
On the sporting front, we have the Grasshopper Autotest on Sunday 25th It is a fun event 
and suitable for any small road car. Great for finding out how your car behaves on 
treacherous surfaces. A little rain on the grass can remove most of the traction. Join in 
competing for fun or come along to marshal, either way it is a good day out. 
 
Coming up at the end of the month is the Old Warden Military Pageant weekend with 
special events on both the Saturday (caravan rally and a demonstration autotest) and 
Sunday (vintage aircraft flying day plus classic car display). Hopefully the weather will be 
calm enough to allow the oldest and most fragile craft to be flown. 
 
If you would like the chance to go to the display o n Sunday 1 st August for free, then 
come along to July’s club night, where we will be h aving a prize draw for two pairs 
of complimentary tickets to the event.    
 
Naturally we wouldn’t expect anyone to enter the draw if they didn’t intend using the tickets 
should they be lucky enough to win 
 
That’s all for now, 
                                                                                                                                    
Cheers,  Ron 
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Club Night 10 th August – M and M’s Jigsaw Drive  

 
This will be a competition for 6 teams, based on completing a jigsaw and then 

answering 4 questions from the resulting picture. 
 

Each team will be timed, with a maximum of 12 minutes per jigsaw. 
 

We will then move the jigsaws around before repeating the above process. 
 

There will be 6 rounds in total, hopefully, 4 rounds before the break and 2 
after. 

 
The time taken will be deducted from the 10 points per correct answer and 

there will be prizes for the winning team. 
 

Mick & Margaret   would greatly appreciate your support for this new event. 
�
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Attention - as from August the monthly Noggin venue  will be changing 
to:                               
                                        The Crown at Broxbourne . 
 
Both the Crown & Fish ‘n Eels ,our present venue, are owned by Vintage Inns so the menu 
will be the same with its large selection of meals. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 24th August. We meet at 7-30 
where our reserved tables will be waiting. Please make a note in your diaries of this date 
and please let me know if you will be coming, so I can get a rough idea how many places 
to book. 
 
The address of the Crown is:- The Crown at Broxbourne, Old Nazeing Road, Broxbourne 
Herts, EN10 6QT.   
                                                 Please see map below -   ����������	�
������	
����
 

 
 

 
Treasure Hunt – 19 th September 
 
This event will start from: Kibes Lane Car Park, Ware, beween 11.00 & 11.30am. 
 
You will be required to visit a part of Ware and 3 or 4 Hertfordshire villages, ending the run 
between 2.00 & 2.30 pm at Rose Café in Hertford’s Railway Street, where a reasonably 
priced choice of roast dinner and a full menu will be available. 
 
Entry fee £1 per person, 50p children, with prizes for the winners. 
 
Please let Mick O’Blath know in advance if you intend coming along and joining in. 
 
                                                                                                                  Mick & Margaret. 
 



Answers to me by email, post or carrier pigeon before the next Noggin  As usual 1 point for 
entering, 2 for a correct answer plus entry into the bonus points draw. Please send emails 
to nel@rjbarnett.co.uk with ‘PUZZLE’ in the Subject line so I can find th em. 

 Puzzle Page 
 
This month, 9 entries, all correct. Well done to Allen Norris, 
Keith Christian,  Margaret Hull, Mick O’Blath, Peter Jones, 
Graham McLean, Barry Childs and Mikes Biss & Sumner  2 
points awarded to each. There were a few dubious four letter 
words, but all found the fruit. 
 
Random bonus point awarded to Graham 
 

The Hidden fruit was APRICOT, and the seven 
words were; DRAW, PIPE, FIRE, KNIT, FACE, 
DOOR and DUTY.  
 

The Courier’s Route 
 Dijkstra, a self employed van driver, works for A Star Couriers. He has five 
small parcels to deliver to customers B,C,D,E and F. He starts and ends his 

day at A Star’s office (A). After loading 
all the parcels, he must visit each 
customer B, C, D, E,& F in any order, 
before finally returning to base. Note, 
his best route could cause him to pass 
by any point he has already been to. 
The distances between the locations 
are given in the table on the left.  
 
What is his minimum mileage for the 
day’s work? 

 
 

An Easy One And a Medium One 

  
 

Miles A B C D E F 

A - 36 18 28 24 22 

B 36 - 54 22 20 27 

C 18 54 - 42 27 24 

D 28 22 42 - 20 30 

E 24 20 27 20 - 13 

F 22 27 24 30 13 - 



July 2010 Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin 
 

Date Day  Event (Status) Type of Event Club Champ 
Jul Sun 11  Greenacres Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
 Sun 25  Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC  
Aug Sun 8  Grasshopper Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
Sep Sun 5  Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC  
 Sun 12  AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC  
 Thu 16  Track Day – Castle Combe (C) Thrash round a race circuit CSMA NL  
 Tue 21  Hollstar () Inter-group table top rally CSMA NEL Centre 
 Sun 26  Car Trial (C) Grass hill climbing CSMA NWL Centre 
Oct Sun 3  Autumn Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
 Sun 17  Gymkhana (C) Longer version of an AutoSolo Chelmsford MC  
 Sun 24  AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Oxford MC  
 Thu 28  Track Day – Mallory Park (C) Thrash round a race circuit CSMA NL  

Licence required:  (I/Nat A/Nat B/Cm) = MSA Licence,  (C) = Club Card,  () = Nothing,  * = Regs available 

Previous Events  
Juniper Autotest  The event was held in warm conditions and the forecasted rain held off until we 
were heading home. Despite the Maidstone event not running the day before, we still had an entry 
of 35 but with only 33 starters. We might have got a good entry with the elevation of the event to 
the British Championship, which certainly may have accounted for the two entries from Ireland. As 
usual, we had some kerb clobbering going on, but nothing major. Everyone seemed to have a 
good time, so lots of thanks to all the marshals who made the day such a success. 

Gold & Silver Goblets Autotest  This was a fun event with 20 tests at three venues, two grass 
and one tarmac. The event started at Mallory Park race circuit and had one grass and one gravel 
test laid out, which we did twice. We then headed to the Truck Stop where we had one big test 
this year (done twice) before another road section to the grass field, where they had six different 
tests laid out. After lunch it was back to the Truck Stop for another two tests before going back to 
the grass venue for a repeat of the morning tests. As it was the 75th anniversary of Rugby MC, 
the awards were held at the celebrations hall were a hog roast was put on for everyone. A very nice day out it was too. 

Quadruplex  After a very interesting and varied series of challenges, thanks to Mike Harrison and Shirley Baldwin, the 
winners were NEL. If Surrey could have brought a second team, they may have been in with a shout for the trophy. 
NEL 3 – 181,  Surrey – 177,  NEL 1 – 176,  NWL 1 – 173,  NWL 2 – 166,  NEL 2 – 150 

Future Events  

Greenacres Autotest   The event will be now be on the 11th July (one week later) and will run at the usual Dunstable 
venue. This will be a passenger carrying event and is held on a smooth grass field. Nice easy all-forward tests are on 
offer and are suitable for your standard car. Entry fee is £17. Let me know if you want regs and I’ll send you a copy. 

Gravel Autotest  We have an invite to another gravel autotest run by Bedford Car Club, being held on Sunday 25th July. 
The venue is at Little Houghton, Northants and the entry fee is only £10. You have the option of entering the PCA event 
(passengers) or the other event (no passengers). Regs available from myself. 

Grasshopper Autotest   The event will be now be on the 8th August (two weeks later than normal) and will run at the 
usual Dunstable venue. This will be a passenger carrying event and is held on a smooth grass field. Nice easy all-
forward tests are on offer and are suitable for your standard car. Entry fee is £17 and regs are now available. 

Gravel Autotest  We have an invite to another gravel autotest run by Bedford Car Club, being held on Sunday 5th 
September. The venue is at Little Houghton, Northants and the entry fee is only £10. You have the option of entering the 
PCA event (passengers) or the other event (no passengers). 

Farnborough AutoSolo  We have an invite to an AutoSolo organised by Farnborough & DMC which will be held at 
Montgomery Lines Parade Ground, Aldershot. Signing on will start from around 8.00, tests start at 10.00, latest 
recommended arrival is 9.00. Cars entered in AutoSolo’s must be registered, taxed, insured, MOT tested if applicable, 
and driven to the event. Entry fee is £35 per car. 

CSMA Track Day   This is a non-timed event at the Castle Combe race track in Wiltshire on Thursday 16th September. 
You’ll be able to drive your own car or bike round the circuit throughout the day, at a pace of your own choosing. Each 
driver/rider should have a minimum of five sessions on-track with the opportunity of some one-to-one tuition with an 
experienced racing instructor during the day. Helmets are available on loan from the circuit. Front seat passengers are 
permitted but they must be at least 17years old, be ‘signed-on’, and attend and fully understand the safety briefings and 
procedures. The full day of on-track action will finish at 5pm. Entry fee is £110. 

Hollstar Intergroup Table Top Rally  This year the event will be hosted by NEL at their Cheshunt club venue on 
Tuesday 21st September. Maps should be provided, so just bring some pencils and a romer (new at £5 from myself). 
Mike Biss: NLC Motor Sports Coordinator Tel: 01525 720299 E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com 



 

 

 Dates for your Diary    

 Club Night Venue : Bishop’s College  Noggin & Natt er Venues may vary month by 
 Churchgate, Cheshunt  month so keep a close watch on the Newsletter  
 Evenings start at 7.30 for 7.45pm   each month for precise details of location . 
 Clubnight  –  2 nd  Tuesday,   Noggins  –  4 th  Tuesday  

 

Month  Social Events  Sporting Events  

July 

2010 

Tue 13 th Club Night –. The Padwicks “ Love & Marriage” an 
evening of musical entertainment.  

Fri 30 th Noggin ‘n Natter at Harlow Dogs £12 – please  note 
change of night & price. ( see inside for details )  

Fri 30 th – Sun 1 st    Military Pageant Weekend at Old Warden   

Sun 11 th - NWL 
Greenacres Autotest  

Aug 

2010 

Tue 10 th Club Night – Jigsaw Drive  

Tue 24 th Noggin ‘n Natter  at The Crown 

Sat/Sun 27/28 th Thruxton Big Weekend 

Sun 8 th Grasshopper 
Autotest 

 

Sept 

 2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night – Annual Quiz  

Sun 19 th Treasure Hunt followed by Lunch in Hertford 

Tue 28 th Noggin ‘n Natter at The Crown 

Tue 21st   Hollstar    
Table Top Rally 
(NLC) 

Sun 26 th NWL Trial 

Oct 

2010 

Wed 6 th  GBMC quiz 

Sun 10 th Visit to Castle Point Transport Museum 

Tue 12 th Club Night –  Guest Speaker, John Ghafur on 
Robin Hood 

Tue 26 th Noggin ‘n Natter at The Crown 

Sun 3rd NWL 
Autumn Autotest 

Nov 

2010 

Tue 9 th  Club Night – Beetle Drive 

Tue 23rd Noggin ‘n Natter at The Crown 

 

Dec 

2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night -  Social evening with a Quiz Medley  

The Crown at Broxbourne , Old Nazeing Road, 
Broxbourne,  Herts. ,  EN10 6QT 

From A1170 Broxbourne High Road, at traffic lights take 
the B194 Station Road towards Nazeing and Broxbourne 
Station. In 0.4 mile, immediately after crossing the 
railway bridge, take the narrow right turn into Old 
Nazeing Road. In 0.1 mile, cross over the Lee navigation  
and after a further 0.1 mile, the Crown is on the left.  

Bishop’s College  , EN8 9XQ (Civic Offices) is 
located on Churchgate, at its junction with College 
Road, about 300m West of the A10 junction with 
College road (Traffic lights and pedestrian 
footbridge). Our Clubroom is in the Beaufort Suite, 
which appears to be an old Chapel. 

Ample parking through arch between main 
buildings.  

For further details see inside or Ring the Secretary; Ron Barnett on 01992 581007 or contact him via 
E-Mail on nelgroup@csmaclub.org  Visit our Website at www.csmanel.btinternet.co.uk 

 


