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The holiday season may be just around 
the corner for most but my thanks this 
month to “earlybirds”, Margaret & Staff, 
who have already filed their travel reports 
on “ash free” forays to South Africa & 
Switzerland.  
I look forward to receiving more articles in 
the coming months and don’t forget your 
photos too, they may well find their way 
onto the front cover. 
 I’ve just been reading that petrol prices 
could well hit £1.40p this summer. So, it’s 
comforting to know that if you’re “doing the 
patriotic bit” by holidaying at home, rather 
than abroad this year, the oil companies 
profits wont suffer due to any shortfall in 
aviation fuel sales. 
I also read somewhere that it’s the French 
who are now coming over on day trips to 
Kent to stock up on cheap booze!  
I do hope the weather was better for those 
of you who went on the group weekend to 
Hereford than what it is here today 
(Sunday). It’s chucking it down as I finally 
finish these notes off, luckily it was fair 
weather yesterday when Rosie & I went to 
Eastbourne for yet another “classic” event. 
Called Magnificent Motors, it started with a 
seafront cavalcade with all vehicles then 
assembling on the western lawns near the 
promenade. A great atmosphere, with car 
enthusiasts and holidaymakers all 
enjoying the display, music, funfair and  
market. Rosie also managed to get a 
shopping “fix” and we just had time for a 
nose around Sovereign Harbour, which 
has grown considerably since our last visit 
in 1996. 
By the time we set off home, the clouds 
were beginning to form and it was looking 
decidedly moody as we passed Beachy 
Head. 
                                                         Dave 
Copy for next month’s issue should be sent to 
Dave Rosher, by E-Mail if possible, to the address 
opposite:to arrive on or before 23 May  please. 
The opinions and recommendations expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, the North East London Group Committee 
or  CSMA Club Ltd. 



May Chatter 
 
Quite a few things happening at the moment, and one of them is the emergence of Formula I as 
something worth watching, especially as it’s the Brits in the lead. Although, maybe a couple of 
races when it doesn’t rain will bring us all back down to earth. 
 
Mike did warn us that an airfield 
can be rather chilly in early April 
but I hadn’t bargained for freezing 
my socks off quite so much. It 
could have been worse as it wasn’t 
raining. We put the gazebo up, as 
best you can in the middle of a 
concrete runway, but it didn’t last 
long before it started to blow away. 
I’m talking about the Concorde 
Autosolo of course, another very 
successful event put on by Mike 
Biss, and one that was well 
supported mainly by the Triumph 
Owners Club. It was good to se the GT6’s put through their paces. We had a clash with another 
event that weekend which meant that many of our regulars were drawn away to a night event 
but hopefully a few more will be entering next year if we can sort out the dates, always a tricky 
thing to do when you have to plan so far in advance.  All the NEL committee were in 
attendance, all equally cold by the looks of them, so it wasn’t just me. 

 
Our clubnight followed a few days later at the 
Beaufort Suite, on the 13th, and we were well 
and truly entertained by Barry Lee, who gave 
us a very light hearted talk on his motorsport 
career, with a few anecdotes thrown in for good 
measure. I was pleased to see a few members 
from our neighbouring groups make the journey 
over to share in the evening and I hope they felt 
it worthwhile. We had a good turn-out and I for 
one felt it was an excellent evening. 
 
Barry paused from his story-telling to present 
the annual group awards and I have 
photographs of those being presented with their 
awards by Barry – one for the albums?   
Thanks to all the award winners for coming 
along. 
 

You’ll be aware that I am involved with the CSMA classic vehicle group and we ran a trip into 
France over the last weekend of the month, taking 25 cars down to Montreuil for a three night 
break. I must say that it was a joy to drive round the French roads – very little traffic and what 
there was seemed to be mostly tractors – but the roads are in such a good condition, quite 
smooth and I don’t think I saw a pothole, certainly nothing like they are over here. Perhaps they 
didn’t get any bad weather last winter? And, no litter. This is so different to the state of the road 
verges in England, which look like rubbish tips. I know we kept away from the main roads, but 
can the French really be so much better at taking it home with them? Maybe they are, but I wish 
we could get into that habit.    
 
The noggin and natter was very well supported – our last but one visit there. When we get to the 
Crown at Broxbourne it will give us a good excuse to modify the front cover of this newsletter, as 
I am still featured holding forth in front of us all in the Whitewebbs Museum room. We can 
include the new clubroom as well as the Crown but whether the editor will let us get rid of that 
strange bunch of people standing in line at Finchingfield is another matter.    
Talk at the Noggin was of the group weekend away and plans were being made as to which pub 
to cal into on the way to Hereford. The weather forecast looked alright, if not wonderful, but all 
will be revealed next month when we can report on what happened. With Mick in charge, no 
disasters are expected. 
                                                                                                                                        Bernard 
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Hi All   
 
Rather looks like spring has arrived in earnest no doubt ready to run cold and wet for the 
bank holiday.  
We seemed to start the month with decidedly chilly weather and all my spring bulbs 
holding back, to this last week of April where we've had a few balmy days, and all the 
flowers come forth and shrivelled away... 
 
As Bernard noted, we were out on the Concorde Autosolo at Bovingdon a few weeks ago. 
It was rather breezy to say the least, and despite being fine and dry, my face felt like it had 
been sand-blasted at the end of the day. Good fun nevertheless. I was the club steward, 
which was a new departure  for me. I've been a bar-steward on many occasions in the 
past, at least that I think they called me.. 
 
As everything in the garden is coming on, I decided it was time to trim the “miniature” 
conifers in the back garden. Miniature is a relative term as these things are, or were about 
12 foot tall and close to 5 foot diameter. I say was, as on discovering that the centre of 
them were dead and dusty under just  a 2 inch shell of foliage, there was no leeway to trim 
them down to a sensible size . They just had to go... Having cut just one down I rather 
quickly filled my brown garden waste bin, and it looked like I would still be filling the 
fortnightly bins into July. Fortunately a quick email to my neighbours and I had many offers 
of free space in many bins. A couple of hours work with the loppers and a strong pair of 
gardening gloves and all that is left now are the stumps and main trunks which Staff and 
Lesley have claimed as winter fuel for their log burner. 
 
On to the forthcoming events: 
For our next clubnight on 11th May, we have a new venture, a 'dog racing night' . Each 
punter will be given a free credit account with £20 of 'nelly money' to bet. After 5 races we 
will see if there are any decided winners and / or if anyone has 'gone bust'. Depending on 
time, we will run more sets of five races, replenishing credit as required. At the end of the 
evening, all the credited 'money' will be recalled and we will see if anyone has made a 
bundle. 
Running a trial run at the last committee meeting we were barely covering our losses. 

Come along to try to beat the bookie – all just for fun, 
or practice when we go to the dogs for real on our 
July Noggin – Wednesday 28th July at Harlow Dogs. 
We are trying to get a package deal which will cost 
just £10 a head and includes admission, drink, snack 
and £2 to spend (lose?) on the tote. Under 18s are 
just £4.50 but don't get the Tote betting vouchers. To 
get this deal we will need to pre-book and pay in 
advance so look out for the booking form. 
 

May will also be our last visit to the Fish and Eels. It's time for a change anyway, and as 
we will be flogging our way round High Beech pitch and putt in June, and going to the dogs 
in July, we will resume noggins at the Crown, Broxbourne in August. 
 
 That’s all for this month 
 
Cheers, 
 
Ron 



 

The Glacier Express  
 
As a birthday present for Lesley; one of those milestones birthdays, 21 so soon, we took a trip 
on one of the Great Rail Journey holidays, The Glacier Express.  Although 4 months before 
the birthday we went in February so that we would see Switzerland in all it’s snowy glory. 
 
We met Martin, our tour manager, at the magnificently refurbished St Pancras station; an 
appropriate start for a classic journey and 1st class all the way.  Eurostar to Paris before 
transferring on to a TGV to Dijon. 
 
I’ve often thought I would like to be a tour manager but the incident in Dijon has certainly 
given me second thoughts.  We were asked to be in the hotel reception by 8.40am sharp for 
coach transfer to the station to catch a 9.20 train.  We were there but the coach wasn’t and 
the company couldn’t be raised by phone.  So how do you get 40 mature age people, with 
luggage, to a station 3 miles away in half an hour?  The chances of getting enough taxis early 
Sunday morning were very slim.  Salvation came with a sharp eyed hotel porter who spotted 
a bus the other side of the road about 150 metres away, he dashed over with the rest of us 
following at a pace Usain Bolt would have been proud and got the driver to take us, totally 
filling the bus in the process and leaving a handful of French patriots looking very bemused.  
We can only assume the bus was going to the station anyway. 
 
From here back on a TGV and on to Switzerland, via Lausanne; then along the Rhone valley 
to Brig, our base for the next few days.  All travel in Switzerland was based on the Swiss 
Pass, a form of season ticket which also gave discounts on cable cars etc. Whilst on the 
subject every train was on time, even in snowy conditions.  They were also clean; we even 
saw a team hoovering up cigarette ends on the railway lines in front of the platforms. 
 
On the first full day in Brig we took an 
excursion along a mountain Rack and Pinion 
railway up to Zermatt; from there, 
accompanied by skiers, on up to Gornegrat 
where we were rewarded with dramatic views 
of the Matterhorn in all its glory; lack of time 
prevented us from climbing it. 
 
          The Matterhorn  > 
 
The following day’s excursion took us into the 
Bernese Oberland to Interlaken, then onto 
Grindwald; from here accompanied by more 
skiers we took a cable car up to Schreckfeld 
with stunning views of the Wetterhorn, Eiger 
and Jungfrau.  This time our attempt at 
climbing the Eiger’s north face was thwarted 
by a little too much cloud. 
 
An optional excursion the following day took 
us on the Centovalli Railway through part of 
Italy to Locarno on the northern bank of Lake 
Maggiore.  It was difficult to believe that we 
were in February in a country noted for snow 
and basking in sunshine by the side of a lake. 
 
 



 
 
 
The following day we left Brig by the famous 
Glacier Express, probably the slowest express 
in the world, along the Rhone valley to 
Andermatt, before spiralling up to the Aberalp 
pass and across a high deep snow covered 
plateau before meeting the Rhine and then on 
to Chur, our base for the next few days.  
 
                  Andermatt   > 
 
The following days excursion took us on the 
Bermina Express, this must be one of the 
most dramatic railways in the world; taking us 
over viaducts, including the famous 
Landwasser curving viaduct, over deep ravines and spiralling up through mountains, over the 
Bermina Pass to Poschiavo before going on to St Moritz where a few of the grown up kids re-
enacted their childhood with the art of snowballing.  
 

< Landwasser viaduct    
 
The last full day in Switzerland took us high 
up to Arosa at the foot of the Weisshorn 
where we again joined skiers in a cable car to 
the top where the wind appeared to blow at 
gale force. After a bowl of Goulashsuppen, 
and in an effort to take advantage of the 
scenery, some of us decided to walk down. 
 
 

 
    Above  Arosa  > 
 
 
Next day was the start of the journey home 
travelling along the Rhine, out of Switzerland 
and another test for Martin our tour manager.  
It was the day of storms over Western Europe 
delaying the train outside Cologne, missing 
our scheduled connection and with the threat 
of missing the last train to Brussels.  We 
eventually arrived at our hotel in Brussels 
after midnight, five hours late, c’est la vie.   
 
The final leg was back to St Pancras via Eurostar and a chance to look back, reminiscing at 
an active and enjoyable holiday. 
 
Staff Steed 
www.staffordsteed.co.uk  
 



  

SOUTH AFRICA – PANORAMA TOUR 
 
After a long journey on Emirates Airlines flying via Dubai, Mick and I arrived at the Ritz Hotel, 
Cape Town, late afternoon on 8th March. Our tour guide Heidi was there to meet us and said 
there were only two other couples on the tour. We all met up that evening for dinner in the 
revolving restaurant on the 21st floor of the hotel, so had a splendid view of Cape Town by night. 
Our room was on the 10th floor and from our balcony, looking right was Table Mountain, straight 
ahead the new stadium for the Football World Cup and to the left the Victoria & Albert Waterfront. 
 
The next morning we left the hotel at 8.00 am for a full day exploring the Cape Peninsula. We had 
a 16-Seater mini-bus so plenty of room to spread out. Took the coast road first, passing a very 
large township of shacks on the outskirts of Cape Town, which made one realise the disparity of 
living conditions. On to Bantry Bay, Clifton and Llandudno, then to Hout Bay fishing village for a 
short stop. Continued to Noordhoek and entered Cape Peninsula National Park, where we saw 
several troops of baboon. On to the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Point Lighthouse - a long 
climb - it had turned very warm by then. Returned the other side of the Cape, False Bay to 
Simon's Town for lunch and to see the colony of Jackass Penguins. Carried on past Fish 
Hoek and Mulzenberg to get the cable car up Table Mountain. It was such a beautiful clear 
day, the views from the top were spectacular. Our last visit was a diamond factory, where we 
were greeted with a large glass of wine - most acceptable. Returned to the hotel for a short 
rest then out to dinner. 
 
10th March - another 8.00 am start for a tour of the Winelands. 
 
First to Franschhoek Valley, stopping to visit Huguenot Memorial and Museum, then a walk 
round the village, before going on to a wine tasting. Next stop Stellenbosch (in a 
thunderstorm) for lunch. Later in sunshine to the village museum to tour houses of different 
generations of Dutch design, followed by another wine tasting and cellar tour to finish off the 
day. 
 
Next day, up at 6.00 am, packed case and ready to leave by 8.00 am. Drove north-east to 
Worcester, then east, passing through Robertson, Montagu and on to Barrydale for lunch. A 
most interesting drive on Route 62, mountainous with ever changing landscapes. Continued 
our journey to Oudtshoorn Inn and after an hour's rest, left to go to a working ostrich farm 
to see their breeding programme. Had dinner there - ostrich of course - most tasty. In this  
area many ostrich farms with hundreds of ostrich in all directions. 
 
Off again next-morning, first stop Cango Caves for a guided tour, continued to the coast and 
the Garden Route. Over the Outeniqua Pass, via George, to the town of Knysna for lunch 
and then a walk to the Waterfront to be picked up at 3.30pm. One of the couples was 
missing so the others went in different directions to look for them. The husband was waiting 
not far away but not his wife, the next hour was rather fraught, she was eventually found in a 
harassed state and most apologetic. On to Wilderness, the Beach Hotel, overlooking the 
ocean and a sandy beach. Many steps down then a long walk on the beach to blow the 
cobwebs away. Back for a glass of wine and ready for a good dinner. 

Another 8.30am start, a quick stop to look at a private collection of classic cars and on to 
Plettenberg Bay for a photo stop. Drove over Bloukrans Bridge traversing a deep gorge 216 
metres below, stopped to watch people bungee jumping from the bridge, most impressed - rather 
them than me. Now leaving Western Cape province and entering Eastern Cape and Tsitsikamma 
National Park. Here we embarked on a rather strenuous walk, lots of climbing up and down to 
reach Storms River Mouth suspension bridges, well worth the effort. Carried on to Port Elizabeth 
and checked into Paxton Hotel at 5.20pm. Rest and drink, dinner at 8.00pm, again very good, 
but as in America, very large portions always served. 
 
A lie-in the next day as did not leave the hotel until 10.30am, stopped at the beach for a short time 
then on to the airport for flight to Durban in the Kwazulu Natal province. Met by new driver, still a 
16 seater mini-bus, to the hotel in the beachside resort of Umhlanga on the outskirts of Durban for 
2 nights. 



  
As the weather was not too good the next morning, Heidi arranged a visit to Shark Board H.Q. We 
joined a class of teenagers to watch a Java shark being dissected, informative but very smelly. 
Also learnt what other sharks occur most often on the Natal/Durban coast. Weather improved, so 
to the beach for 1½hrs, back to hotel for a leisurely afternoon by the pool. 
 
On the move once again towards Zululand, drove 2½ hrs. to Richards Bay, short stop, then to a 
rural craft and fruit market run by the local women as a sort of co-operative. The fruit was 
exceptionally cheap, packs of 5 or 6 small pineapples only 3 Rands (about 30 pence) and huge 
mango at give away prices. The crafts, all handmade, wooden carvings, basketwork and lots of 
bead-work, some most intricate. Continued to St. Lucia, the Elephant Lake Hotel. At 4.00pm a 
boat safari on Lake St. Lucia, saw many hippos, 3 fish eagles, herons and storks. During 
dinner we were entertained with Zulu music and dancing. 

Up very early to get to Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve for a 6.00am game drive for 3 
hours, saw elephant, rhino, giraffe and gazelle. Afterwards, drove to the tiny Kingdom of 
Swaziland, a former British Protection Territory. Stopped en-route to visit the Swazi candle 
factory. At the border very strict, saw lorries being thoroughly searched and we had to get 
out to have our passports stamped. Long drive, mountainous scenery, lots of rivers and 
waterfalls. Reached the hotel which was like a game lodge in beautiful forest grounds. During 
the night had a dramatic thunderstorm, torrential rain, thought we would be flooded out but 
woke to a fine sunny morning. 
 
Travelled to Mbabane, capital of Swaziland to a glass works for a demonstration of glass 
blowing, Back to a different border post to Matsamo Cultural Village, watched Zulu dancing 
and singing, toured the village and was told of their culture. Returned into South Africa to 
Mpumalanga province, again spectacular scenery, high passes,  deep gorges, lots of rivers 
and waterfalls. Reached the hotel at White River in a rather remote lovely setting beside Pine 
Lake. 

Another early start, left hotel at 5.00am to reach Kruger National Park by 6.00am for a full day 
game drive, with a stop for lunch at a Rest Camp. The 6 of us and Heidi in an open-top vehicle 
which was rather chilly at that time in the morning. Saw elephants, buffalo, kudu, zebra impala, 1 
rhino, hippos and crocodiles, many species of birds, but no big cats. After being so fortunate 
in seeing all the big cats last year in Kenya, was rather disappointed with Kruger. Back to 
Pine Lake Hotel and an early night. 
 
Saturday 20th March, left hotel at 7.30am to explore part of the scenic Panorama Route, 
magnificent panoramic views. First stop, Pinnacle, an unusual rock formation in a very deep 
gorge, then God's Window. Next Bourke's Luck Potholes, these had been formed over 
millions of years by the raging rivers that met from different directions cutting into the rocks. 
Also over a wide area cascading waterfalls. Continued on the panoramic journey, ever 
changing landscapes and wonderful scenery to Centurion, a suburb of Pretoria, to Hotel 
Protea Waterfront. We all met up for a drink as it was Paul's birthday, then had last dinner 
together. 
 
Next morning packed case for last time (had never fully unpacked) and said our 'Goodbyes' 
as we were all travelling on different airlines. An hours drive to Johannesburg Airport, flight 
at 2.10pm. With time difference, arrived Dubai 12.30am then onwards flight 2.55am arriving 
Gatwick 6.35am, collected car and home at 9.20am, 22nd March. 
 
South Africa is such a vast country with grand vistas and ever changing scenery. Growing 
wine and wheat in the south, further north sugar beet and all types of fruit, followed by 
maize and more fruit. We travelled a fair distance and saw such diverse habitation and 
people but so much more to see, would like to visit again. 
 
          Margaret Hull 
 



Answers to me by email, post or carrier pigeon before the next Noggin  As usual 1 point for 
entering, 2 for a correct answer plus entry into the bonus points draw. Please send emails 
to nel@rjbarnett.co.uk with ‘PUZZLE’ in the Subject line so I can find th em. 

 Puzzle Page 
 
Apologies to Margaret Hull, who I’m told I missed off the list 
last month. – 2 points 
This month, not such a good response, only 6 entries, 4 right, 
2 wrong. Well done to Allen Norris, Graham McLean, 
Margaret H and Mick’O. 2 points awarded to each. 
Barry and Keith Christian were both close but no cigar as 
they say. One point each for them. 
Random bonus point awarded to Allen 
 

Last month’s answer was 17 
20-14+12 14+14-10 12+12-6 
20-12+10 14+12-8 12+10-4 
20-10+81 4+10-6  12+6+0 
20-8+6  14+8-4  10+8+0 
20-6+4  14+4+0 10+4+4 
8+6+4  6+6+6 

 
Well that’s enough of numbers for now. How about a word puzzle? 
 
The same three letter word can be inserted in all these words to create new 
words.  

What is the word? 

REED OUTS BEING  PING BRICKING  

FED MISS DEED SING SPED 

 
An Easy One And a Medium One 

  
 



 
Sunday Bar-B-Q and Afternoon Tea - June 27 th 

 
This year’s Bar-B-Q will again be hosted at La Maison Steed, although this year with a 
different format.  To avoid the chilly evening air which can materialise in the Hertfordshire 
outback north of Cheshunt we are holding it on a Sunday afternoon. 
 
The afternoon will give better prospects for fine weather; this in turn will give a greater 
opportunity for suitable activities, we have however been advised that a wet tee shirt 
competition is inappropriate. 
 
Sunday 27th June 1.30pm onwards 
4, Cedar Rd 
Hatfield, Herts., 
AL10 8PA 
Tel: 01707 265839 
 
Traditional Bar-B-Q  fayre such as-  
Chicken, burgers, sausages, salad, desserts, etc. 
Beverages - wine, soft drinks, tea, coffee, etc 
 
Later – afternoon tea. 
 
All provided for the sum of £6 
 
To assist with catering arrangement could those wishing to attend please notify us by 
completing and returning the form below and, so that we don’t have to buy the food after the 
event instead of before, could this please be accompanied by the £6; cash or cheque which 
should be made payable to CSMA (NEL group). 
 
Staff and Lesley Steed 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
To Lesley Steed 
4 Cedar Road, 
Hatfield,  Herts., 
AL10 8PA 
 
Bar-B-Q 27 June 2010  
 
I/we wish to attend the above Bar-B-Q and enclose £6 per head. 
My/our party will be as follows:- 
 
……………………………. 
 
…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. 
 
……………………………… 
 
…………………………….. 
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  North London Centre 

May 2010 Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin 
 

Date Day  Event (Status) Type of Event Club Champ 
May 8/9 * Miglia Quadrato () City of London treasure hunt UH&ULMC  
 Sun 9 * AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Oxford MC  
 Sun 16 * AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC  
 Sun 23 * Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC  
Jun Sun 6 * Juniper Autotest (Nat B) Tarmac autotest CSMA NEL BTRDA 
 Sat 12 * Gold & Silver Goblets (C) Tarmac & grass autotest Mersia Motorsports  
 Sat 26  Quadruplex () Inter-group competition CSMA NWL Centre 
Jul Sun 4  Greenacres Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
 Sun 23  Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC  
Aug Sun 8  Grasshopper Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Centre 
 

Licence required:  (I/Nat A/Nat B/Cm) = MSA Licence,  (C) = Club Card,  () = Nothing,  * = Regs available 

Previous Events  
Concorde AutoSolo  Well the event didn’t get off to a good start when after setting up the course I found the 
venue had been double booked. After a lot of discussion, the other party finally moved to another part of the 
runway (different owner) but we were badly delayed. Eventually we got underway and things started to run properly 
and although we finished later than expected, all the tests were run. Winner of the 2010 event was Keith Pettit in 
his Austin Healey Sprite, which looked very nippy through the cones. Many thanks to all the timekeepers for 
helping keep the event moving. Hopefully next time we won’t have all the problems!  

Honington Gymkhana  This will have been held by the time you read this, so results next month. 

Future Events  

Miglia Quadrato  Regs are now out for the 51st running of this event and will run on the night of 8/9 May. This is a 
night time motoring event that takes place entirely within the City of London. The challenge is to navigate on a 
1:10000 map and to locate points to within a ten metre square. There are no cryptic or catch questions - but that 
is not to say the task is easy. Crews of up to six but if you prefer the two-crew format there is a separate 
classification for this. As long as it isn’t raining, this is a fantastic event to do and all for the princely sum of £14. 
Contact me if you want some regs. 

Silverstone AutoSolo  Back again for another run round the car park at Silverstone race circuit. Organised by 
Oxford MC, it will have the standard format but the tests are slightly longer at around 90 seconds each. Entry fee 
is £35 and give me a call if you would like some regs. 

Farnborough AutoSolo  Regs for this event are out soon, so if interested best get your skates on to get an entry. 
It is running again at Borden in Hampshire and the entry fee will be £35. Give me a call if you would like some 
regs. 

Gravel Autotest  We have an invite to this gravel autotest run by Bedford Car Club, being held on Sunday 23rd 
May. The venue is at Little Houghton, Northants and the entry fee is only £10. You have the option of entering the 
PCA event (passengers) or the other event (no passengers). Regs available from myself. 

Juniper Autotest  This is one of the best venues on the championship calendar, so come along and watch the 
best drivers in the country doing their handbrake turns and using superb car control to get round the courses. 
Offers to marshal either to Graham McLean or myself, as we will need a lot to make this event happen. To help 
you, each marshal will get a voucher for a free burger and a hot drink (very nice they are too) and guidance on 
what is required. There is nothing tricky or difficult, but you do get time to see the action at close quarters. No 
spectators allowed, so watch from the marshalling point of view. 

Gold & Silver Goblets Autotest  This is a multi-venue autotest with some venues on tarmac and others on grass 
but there were 31 different tests on offer last year. Organised by Mersia Motorsports and we have an invite to it. A 
passenger is required for this one, which starts from the BP Truckstop on the A5 near Rugby. The entry is £22. 
Contact me for regs. 

Quadruplex  This will be organised by NWL on Saturday 26th June at the Greenwood Park Community Centre, 
Tippendell Lane, Chiswell Green, St Albans AL2 3HW. The event timing is 1:45pm for 2:15pm start and what you 
are going to get is not known until the day, but you are sure to enjoy yourselves. 

Greenacres Autotest   The event will be on the 4th July and will run at the usual Dunstable venue. This will be a 
passenger carrying event and is held on a smooth grass field. Nice easy all-forward tests are on offer and is 
suitable for your standard car. Entry fee is £17. Let me know if you want regs and I’ll send you a copy. 

Mike Biss: NLC Motor Sports Coordinator Tel: 01525 720299 E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com 



 

 

 Dates for your Diary    

 Club Night Venue : Bishop’s College  Noggin & Natt er Venues may vary month by 
 Churchgate, Cheshunt  month so keep a close watch on the Newsletter  
 Evenings start at 7.30 for 7.45pm   each month for precise details of location . 
 Clubnight  –  2 nd  Tuesday,   Noggins  –  4 th  Tuesday  

 

Month  Social Events  Sporting Events  

May 

2010 

Tue 11 th  Club Night – Race Night  

Tue 25 th Noggin ‘n Natter, Fish & Eels 

 

June 

2010 

Tue 8 th  Club Night – Musical evening featuring John 
Foster’s collection of 78’s  

Tue 22nd Pitch ‘n Putt at High Beech, followed by a Noggin 
in the nearby Duke of Wellington 

Sun 27 th NEL BBQ & Afternoon Tea ( see inside for details)  

Sun 6 th Juniper 
Autotest at New 
Barnfield, Hatfield 

Sat 26 th Quadruplex 
Afternoon at 
Chiswell Green  
(NLC) 

July 

2010 

Tue 13 th Club Night –. The Padwicks “ Love & Marriage” an 
evening of musical entertainment.  

Wed 28 th Noggin ‘n Natter at Harlow Dogs £10 – please 
note change of night.( see inside for details ) 

Fri 30 th – Sun 1 st    Military Pageant Weekend at Old Warden   

Sun 4 th - NWL 
Greenacres Autotest  

Aug 

2010 

Tue 10 th Club Night – Jigsaw Competition  

Tue 24 th Noggin ‘n Natter  at The Crown 

Sat/Sun 27/28 th Thruxton Big Weekend 

Sun 8 th Grasshopper 
Autotest 

 

Sept 

 2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night – Annual Quiz  

Sun 19 th Treasure Hunt followed by Lunch 

Tue 28 th Noggin ‘n Natter at The Crown 

Tue 21st   Hollstar    
Table Top Rally 
(NLC) 

Sun 26 th NWL Trial 

Oct 

2010 

Wed 6 th  GBMC quiz 

Tue 12 th Club Night –  Talk by Edna 

Tue 26 th Noggin ‘n Natter at The Crown 

Sun 3rd NWL 
Autumn Autotest 

 
Fish and Eels PH , Dobbs Weir Rd 
Hoddesdon EN11 0AY 

From A10 Hoddesdon, go to end of link road, across next 
roundabout, left at next, onto Essex road. Follow over 
railway (new Bridge) then right at small Rbt in Industrial 
area. Continue till you cross the river (narrow bridge / 
traffic lights) PH on left. 

Bishop’s College  , EN8 9XQ (Civic Offices) is 
located on Churchgate, at its junction with College 
Road, about 300m West of the A10 junction with 
College road (Traffic lights and pedestrian 
footbridge). Our Clubroom is in the Beaufort Suite, 
which appears to be an old Chapel. 

Ample parking through arch between main 
buildings.  

For further details see inside or Ring the Secretary; Ron Barnett on 01992 581007 or contact him via 
E-Mail on nelgroup@csmaclub.org  Visit our Website at www.csmanel.btinternet.co.uk 

 


