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Happy Easter to you all. 
 
Thanks to the wonders of modern 
technology, I was able to listen in on the 
AGM, and  take part in the ensuing quiz. 
Many thanks to Ron for setting this up at 
the last minute. Those of you I did manage 
to catch sight of on webcam during the 
break appeared to be highly pixelated – 
what was in the tea?! 
I’m sure proceedings used to take much 
longer in days gone by. Or maybe it was 
because, I could go and make my cup of 
tea halfway through, whereas you all had 
to wait until the break. 
You will see a new mugshot opposite, that 
of your new Treasurer, Staff Steed. Most 
of you already know Staff and now he has 
come full circle by resuming the role he 
gave up in 1979. Good Luck with the 
cheque book! 
I see potholes are back in the news, 
because now even the speed humps have 
potholes! So, let’s all sneak out in the 
night and recycle speed hump tarmac into  
the real potholes… While we’re at it, paint 
out all the all the yellow lines, which were 
put down to speed up the traffic flow 
(those were the days), the resulting 
parked cars would provide the traffic 
calming and as the parking pattern would 
continuously change, you couldn’t then 
“learn” the fastest route through the 
chicanes. A possible solution to the 
pothole problem appears later on. 
  
This edition has the 2009 championship 
tables in it, so check them out to make 
sure you have your full points quota. 
 
I’ve also had a surge of jokes sent in from 
the chairman & secretary, so as it’s April, 
we might as well be “Foolish”. 
                                                         Dave 
Copy for next month’s issue should be sent to 
Dave Rosher, by E-Mail if possible, to the address 
opposite:to arrive on or before 24 April  please. 
The opinions and recommendations expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, the North East London Group Committee 
or  CSMA Club Ltd. 



April Chatter from your Chairman 
  
It must be coincidence but our daffodils came out precisely on the first day of Spring, or so I am 
reliably informed.  
I was in France on a recce for the Classic Vehicle Group’s 
trip to Montreuil later this month. It’s a lovely sight to see 
the daffs everywhere and I think everyone must be just a 
little happier to think that winter is behind us. 
I went over by car, to replicate the trip on the same days of 
the week and to check the roadbook and arrange the 
coffee stops. It’s only a small step in the right direction, but 
our hotel actually had coffee and tea making facilities in 
the rooms. Well, almost. It was not public knowledge and I 
had to ask for one and take it up myself, then come down 
each day to replenish any milks and tea bags that I’d used 
up.  
The man on reception said not to tell anyone else as they only had 12 of them, and that’s in a 100 
room hotel. He said that there were more on order, from America, as it’s a Best Western, but that 
he saw a problem with the cleaning staff, who are unwilling to take on the extra duties of servicing 
the trays in the rooms.  
I said a strike was looming but, then again, we can’t talk in UK what with the airline and the railway 
both trying hard to disrupt the Easter travel arrangements and shoot themselves in the foot at the 
same time.  
 
There was an interesting article on one of the Sunday papers about travel costs to France. The 
writer concluded that all the hassle of getting to an airport, leaving the car, being X-rayed etc. was 
much worse than just going by car, and Eurostar was not hassle free either. He had worked out the 
costs of travelling through France, which was not cheap as petrol prices have gone up a lot, and 
the tolls are increasing, meant that you’ll pay almost £10 an hour to use the autoroutes, plus 
another £5-£10 an hour for French fuel, depending on how thirsty your car is. That was before the 
Euro became stronger now we have agreed to a bail out of our friends in Greece. 
 
Anyway, I am chairman again for another year – thanks for your faith in me and in the committee. 
We must be doing something right, even though I forgot to take the trophies along to the AGM so 
we couldn’t present them. We’ll do it this coming clubnight and Barry Lee can earn his keep by 
presenting them to the winners. 
Staff is now on the committee as an officer in the group, having taken over the treasurer’s duties 
from Mick O’Blath. Mick stays on the committee and we have lost Owen who found that he was 
being pulled in all sorts of directions with his other many interests. Something had to give and it 
was NEL this time. 
 
We were only two at the Oxford Museum visit, Owen and Allen making it over there but it will still 
be there another time should you fancy going. Ask Owen when is another good time to visit, as 
they have special open days throughout the year. 
The Fish and Eels set up some tables for us in another area for our Noggin and Natter, so we were 
on one table and away from the draughts. Only 7 of us, though. 
You’re in for an interesting evening at the clubnight, as I have already a few things that Barry Lee 
got up to – let’s hope he doesn’t have selective memory loss, but we will have witnesses! 
 
See you soon – Bernard 
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Hello all 

April fool edition Hmmm. 

Well, pleased to say that the life-jackets and fire extinguishers suggested in the risk assessment 
were not needed at the Noggin last week as the river stayed in its proper place, as did the log fire, 
although we were in a somewhat warmer part of the pub, well away from those draughty windows. 
If anyone stayed away because of the rather cold January and February noggins: fear not, we 
have a nice warm spot again. 

My favourite place – Thorpe Park reopened a couple of weeks ago, and as this coincided with Kate 
(my eldest’s) birthday, we all went off for a day of roller coasters. Superb day, especially as it 
stayed warm and sunny all day. Being a ‘normal’ work/school day only the real fans – mostly 
students were there so the queues were delightfully short. Prices for tickets are frighteningly high 
£37.50 full price, or you can get cheap tickets via CSMA, or find a 2 for 1 voucher, or do as I did, 
cash in some Tesco rewards and get in for free! 

I also went up to Manchester and had a day out at Dunham Massey, a National Trust property. 
Without realising it, before we set off, it turned out to be ‘Free Day’, so instead of the usual hundred 

or so people at a time there were thousands there – and 
most seemed to be in the restaurant queue in front of 
us…  Still we persevered and managed to get a ‘soup and 
a roll’. Again, a nice warm sunny day – and this was in 
Manchester! Even the gardens were looking spring like, 
with lots of tiny 
daffs peeking 
through.  In the 
paved areas 
close to the 
house was a 
fountain and pond 

this fine specimen was out and about enjoying the sun. 

         Of course a spring edition wouldn’t be complete without some of my daffs, here 
they are gathered for a photo call. 

Coming up in April, we have a special clubnight, 
that is it will be special if Bernard manages to get 
hold of the guest speaker. Since booking Barry Lee, 
the one time world champion Hot Rod driver, back 
towards the end of last year he has become 
increasingly elusive and Bernard has spent many 
times on the phone trying to confirm the booking. No 
doubt things will come right in  the end. We can 
always revert to one of our emergency plans if all 
fails at the last minute. See we do take all the real 
risks into account! Tuesday 13th April is the day – 
maybe that 13 has a certain ring about it, which 

reminds me there is a new ride at Alton Towers I must get to try one day… 

Where was I? Oh yes, before the Clubnight, on Sunday 11th comes the Concorde AutoSolo at 
Bovingdon. This is the first time this event has been run at this venue, previous runs have been at 
New Barnfield, which with its unforgiving kerbstones makes that site less favourable then 
Bovingdon Airfield. The airfield is no stranger to AutoSolos so it should be a good event. Anyone 
fancy a thrash round a course of cones? Give Mike Biss a call to arrange an entry. 

Rounding off the month we have our Noggin, at the Fish and Eels on the 27th. As you approach the 
bar, turn left, and walk through. We should, if we get the same spot, have I long table reserved for 
us. At the very end adjoining the May Day bank holiday, we have the group weekend where those 
that have booked will be off to Hereford. 

Just space to wish everyone a Happy Easter     

                                                                                                                          Cheers    Ron 



MORRIS MOTORS REMEMBERED 
 
The highlight of my second visit to Oxford Bus Museum was to see the completed restoration of 
the Morris Motors Band coach after nearly 7 years of meticulous work.   

The former shell that had been stripped down and all 
rotten wood replaced has been transformed to its 
former glory. 
It is a fitting tribute to William Morris, who had 
donated the custom built coach to replace an older    
one to carry the famous works brass band in 196l.  
Until some 20 years ago coaches with front or 
underfloor engines did not have boots large enough 
to carry band instruments so Wadhams constructed a 
coach body with raised rear portion so that  
passengers sat above a cavernous boot below them 
( in similar fashion to the deck-and a half BEA airport 
transfer coaches).   

Built on a Morris FF chassis, it is unique with many interior fittings from standard BMC parts and 
seat covering is blue patterned vinyl used in the Mini. Rear light clusters came from an Austin 
Princess and flashers from Lucas, both very difficult to obtain after so many years.  The interior 
rear dome has been replaced in original art deco style, although some metal fittings have had to 
be replaced by wood replicas. 
 
14 LFC has 27 seats and one can imagine the band leader proudly sitting in the front single seat 
alongside the driver.   The coach is painted in deep blue with cream above the waistrail and 
is a magnificent sight, a really nostalgic reminder of the glory days. 
 
As mentioned last month, William Morris was 
involved in bus operation, albiet illegally, 
in 1913.  In the Morris Museum I discovered that this 
was to benefit his workers as horse 
drawn trams were unable to get up the hill to his 
new works in Cowley that replaced his 
original factory at the former Military Training 
College.  Whilst the Council prevaricated 
about their replacement by motor buses, an 
exasperated William Morris forced the issue and  
purchased his own and ran the service.  When the 
Council belatedly authorised motor buses, he 
sold the enterprise as his object had been achieved. 
 
Welfare of others was an integral part of the life of William Morris.  It is recorded that he 
manufactured an Iron Lung that was a new treatment for those who suffered Tuberculosis 
and provided one free of charge to every hospital.  He also arranged for a contract to 
maintain these every year.  Although he amassed a great fortune, he was a generous 
benefactor to medical causes, mainly due to his his unfulfilled ambition to be a doctor.  In his 
lifetime he donated an incredible £30million through the Nuffield Foundation to fund medical 
and scientific research. 
 
So, William Morris is remembered nearly half a century after his death.  I wonder how many of 
today's financiers who are trousering millions will be remembered for philanthropic activities in 
50 years time?                                                                                                                   Owen 



  

 

2012      by Bernard Ward 
 
When someone at work announced that they were arranging a trip to see the Olympic 
Park and, on the way, to call in to see progress at the Lea Valley White Water Rafting 
venue, then I jumped at the chance to go. 
 
The trip, not free by any means, involved meeting up at the Marriott Hotel Cheshunt for a 
briefing by the Hertfordshire Manager for the 2012 Games, who is employed by Herts 
County Council. After coffee and pastries (it was half an hour since I’d eaten breakfast) we 
boarded a coach that would take us to our first stop, the construction site that will be the 
White Water Rafting. This is actually in Hertfordshire, something that the County Council is 
understandably very pleased about. 
 

After some H&S formalities we went 
up above the site huts to a viewing 
platform and looked out on the 
construction work, which was taking 
shape. My photo  shows the map of 
the site, which was attached to the 
parapet of the platform and the view 
out across the site. The huge lagoon 
is to the right, pump-fed from the 
aquifer, and the facilities complex is at 
the far side of the site, which is at the 
start of the white water course. Water 

is pumped up from the lagoon at a huge rate and raised more than 5m before being fed 
into the channel. The course is 300m long and ends up back in the lagoon. The channel is 
actually built with a smooth profile – it is the rocks which are strategically placed in the 
channel that create the turbulence. We heard a lot about legacy – one of the main reasons 
why we won the Games was to do with what would happen after the month of Olympics 
and ParaOlympics. 
 
The Centre will become the British Aquatics rafting centre, taking over from the facility on 
the River Trent and a second, smaller, channel is being built which will give the general 
public a chance to enjoy white water rafting in the future. The big channel will remain for 
the elite rafters, as it will be quite hairy. Some of the viewing area will be modified for 
mountain biking. It’s located just in Hertfordshire, on the north side of the A121 about 
halfway between Waltham Cross and Waltham Abbey and used to be a recreational park 
in the Lea Valley. 
 

Off then to be shown round the Lea 
Valley Athletics Centre, on the site 
formally known as Pickets Lock. A 
vast indoor and outdoor facility, and 
home to most of Team GB athletics 
stars. We had a couple of famous 
names pointed out to us, warming 
up in the middle of the indoor track. 
£16million to build, and it’s really a 
big indoor arena with all the gym 
areas, indoor javelin ( they are 
special lightweight designs that are 

caught in the netting). This won’t be used at the Olympics but our athletes will be based 
there. 



  

 
Back on the coach to Stratford and, by this time it was lunch. We were split into two 
groups, one lot lunched (I was in this first group) while the other group went up to the 
viewing galley on the top deck of a 21 storey block of flats. This was a specially built add-
on as it was realised at an early stage that the site needs to be seen from above to see 
what was going on, as it’s on such a large scale. All the dignitaries see the site from there, 
including the South African premier the day before us.  
 
I hadn’t appreciated how 
constrained the site was, 
railways cutting through in all 
directions, the Stratford 
international station right in the 
middle, and they had the  River 
Lea to contend with. In reality, 
the river will be a great feature 
of the site and is also being 
used to bring in many of the 
construction materials. Some of 
the excavated material has 
been sent up to the White Water Rafting site to build up the ground off the flood plain. My 
photo shows the Stratford Shopping centre under construction – this will be the biggest in 
Europe they say – and the Olympic Village, which will house 17,000 athletes. Behind this 
is the aquatics centre, with the curvey roof, and behind that it’s possible to see the outline 
of the athletics stadium. To the right, but not really visible, is the velodrome for the cycling. 

 
It’s a far cry from the computer graphics that everyone has seen on the TV with the 
transformation to a wonderful green site, but there are two years to go, and they say they 
are on schedule.  
 
As to what happens afterwards, there is a debate going on as to whether West Ham can 
take over the stadium for their football, or whether the athletics will get it. 
 
We all said we’d like to go again to see it nearing completion, and then it was all aboard 
the coach and back to the Marriot for tea and biscuits.   Mmmm. 
 
 



NEL Social Championship 2009
47 39 40 1 1 2 23 1 2 3 11 9 2 2 1 18

Pos Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 A B C D TOTAL
1 Staff Steed 100 80 15 10 10 15 10 10 15 15 20 15 10 325
2 John Foster 110 110 15 15 10 15 15 10 15 1 4 320
3 Allen Norris 110 100 15 15 15 19 2 276
4 Ron Barnett 110 80 10 15 15 15 3 24 272
5 Lesley Steed 90 80 15 15 15 15 15 20 265
6 Bernard Ward 90 60 15 15 10 15 15 15 10 8 1 254
7 Mick O’Blath 80 80 15 15 15 15 10 20 250
8 Owen Woodliffe 70 80 15 15 15 10 15 220
9 Ruth Ward 70 60 15 15 10 15 2 187
10 Daphne Hall 90 50 15 15 15 185
11 Terry Hall 90 50 15 15 15 185
12 Pat Woodliffe 60 80 15 15 15 185
13 Ken Cousins 100 80 180
14 Jim Thomson 80 80 15 175
15 Margaret Thomson 70 80 15 165
16 Lynn Cousins 70 80 150
17 Denise Grayson 80 40 15 15 150
18 Alan Rawlings 100 20 15 15 150
19 Theresa Rawlings 100 20 15 15 150
20 Muriel DeMatos 110 20 15 145
21 Joyce Pilgrim 80 20 15 15 130
22 Margaret Hull 50 20 15 15 10 11 1 122
23 Mike Biss 40 10 15 15 15 5 18 118
24 Eileen Scarles 60 40 15 115
25 Tom Scarles 60 40 15 115
26 Robert Daines 70 10 15 15 110
27 Keith Christian 90 13 1 104
28 Pierre Jeanmarie 50 50 100
29 Charles Hinde 70 20 1 91
30 Peter Bathe 90 90
31 Joan Baxter 80 80
32 Jeff Kenyon 70 10 80
33 Phil Perry 40 15 15 6 1 77
34 Ken Rock 30 40 70
35 Barrie Spice 40 10 15 65
36 Sue Spice 40 10 15 65
37 Norma Rock 20 40 60
38 June Richardson 10 15 15 15 1 56
39 Eileen Cornwell 50 50
40 Gerry Mulroy 40 40
41 Warran Rolnis 15 15 10 40
42 Dave Rosher 10 15 10 2 37
43 Helen Perry 20 15 35
44 Peter Jones 10 20 1 31
45 Mary Biss 15 15 30
46 Alex Perry 10 15 25
47 Jeanette Perry 10 15 25
48 Rosie Rosher 10 15 25
49 Barry Childs 22 2 24
50 Graham McLean 19 2 21
51 Jill Raines 10 10 20
52 Mike Sumner 16 16
53 Jonathan Bishop 15 15
54 Chris Bishop 15 15
55 Frank Brown 15 15
56 Diana Brown 15 15
57 Roger Byford 15 15
58 Maggi Byford 15 15
59 Brian Clarke 15 15
60 Janet Clarke 15 15
61 John Collett 15 15
62 Pat Collett 15 15
63 Peter Eldridge 15 15
64 Barbara Eldridge 15 15
65 Christine Gannon 15 15
66 Mick Gannon 15 15
67 Louisa Harman 15 15
68 Christine Hannaford 15 15
69 Jim Hannaford 15 15
70 Colin Padley 15 15
71 Ken Stanger 15 15
72 Maureen Stanger 15 15
73 Angela Barnett 10 10
74 Maureen Christian 10 10
75 Steven Peters 10 10
76 Marion Ramsay 10 10
77 Don Ramsay 10 10

Key:
1 Clubnights 7 Group Weekend - 1st May 13 Newsletter Article - Aug A Bonus Points
2 Noggins 8 Newsletter Article - May 14 Newsletter Article - Oct B Success Points - Others
3 Group Meal - 18th Jan 9 Newsletter Article - June 15 Newsletter Article - Nov C Newsletter Quiz
4 Newsletter Article - Feb 10 Newsletter Article - July 16 Theatre Trip - 10th Dec D Success Points - Quiz
5 Newsletter Article - Mar 11 Mangapps Farm visit - 11th Jul
6 Newsletter Article - Apr 12 St Albans Signal Box - 9th Jul



Nelly Championship 2009

Pos Name 1 2 3 4 Total
1 Robert Daines 40 48 88
2 Mick O'Blath 36 50 86
3 Margaret Hull 36 50 86
4 Owen Woodliffe 43 39 82
5 Joyce Pilgrim 43 39 82
6 John Foster 33 42 75
7 Allen Norris 36 39 75
8 Bernard Ward 25 45 70
9 Phil Perry 33 34 67

10 Mike Biss 29 25 54
11 Staff Steed 47 47
12 Keith Christian 47 47
13 Maureen Christian 47 47
14 Ron Barnett 45 45
15 Pat Woodliffe 43 43
16 Jonathan Bishop 42 42
17 Sam Oakley 42 42
18 Gill Cotton 40 40
19 John Cotton 40 40
20 Ruth Ward 40 40
21 Jeff Kenyon 40 40
22 Steve Ibbotson 37 37
23 Emma Ibbotson 37 37
24 Olivia Ibbotson 37 37
25 Emily-Rose Ibbotson 37 37
26 Helen Perry 34 34
27 Lesley Steed 33 33
28 Denise Grayson 33 33
29 Alex Perry 31 31
30 Jeanette Perry 31 31
31 Jim Thomson 29 29
32 Margaret Thomson 29 29
33 Anton Warren 28 28
34 Joan Warren 28 28
35 Liz Hobbs 28 28
36 Betty Hobbs 28 28
37 Terry Hall 25 25
38 Ken Cousins 25 25
39 Lynn Cousins 25 25
40 Daphne Hall 25 25

Key:

1 Quadruplex Quiz - 25th July  - No NEL entries
2 Clubnight Quiz - 8th Sept
3 Treasure Hunt - 13th Sept
4 Hollstar TT - 4th October



Rally Championship 2009
Pos Drivers 1 2 3 4 5 Total

1 Derek Newbould 30 25 45 100
2 Mike Biss 46 48 94
3 Philip Brent 42 42

Pos Navigators 1 2 3 4 5 Total

1 James Newbould 30 25 45 100
2 Graham Robinson 42 42

Key: Best 5 scores to count
1 WM 12 Car - 9th January (Did not run) 4 NWL 12 Car - 2nd October

2 NWL 12 Car - 13th February (Postponed) 5 NWL 12 Car - 13th November

3 NEL 12 Car - 13th March 6 NEL 12 Car - 4th December (Postponed)

Marshals Championship 2009
Pos Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total

1 Mick O'Blath 5 5 3 3 5 3 24
2 John Foster 5 5 3 5 5 23
3 Bernard Ward 6 5 5 6 22
4 Robert Daines 5 5 5 15
5 Ron Barnett 5 5 5 15
6 Staff Steed 5 5 5 15
7 Owen Woodliffe 5 3 5 13
8 Gordon Turner 5 5 10
9 Nathan Turner 5 5 10

10 Graham McLean 5 5 10
11 Andy Pedrick 5 5 10
12 Roger Byford 5 5
13 Maggi Byford 5 5
14 Jez Jones 5 5

Key:
1 NEL 12 Car - 13th March 5 Greenacres Autotest - 6th July

2 Concorde AutoSolo - 5th April 6 Grasshopper Autotest - 27th July

3 Red Tape Trial - 6th April 7 Autumn Autotest - 5th Oct

4 Juniper Autotest - 1st June

Autotest/Trials Championship 2009
Pos Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total

1 Mike Biss 15 20 20 20 20 95
2 James Newbould 20 1 15 20 56
3 Andy Pedrick 15 15
4 Keith Dalton 15 15
5 John Cotton 3 5 6 14
6 Charlie Stephens 12 12
7 Derek Newbould 10 10
8 Paul Pedrick 6 6
9 Gill Cotton 1 1

Key:
1 New Year Hangover Autotest - 4th Jan 5 Grasshopper Autotest - 26th July

2 Concorde AutoSolo - 5th April 6 NEL AutoSolo - 6th Sept - Cancelled

3 Juniper Autotest - 31st May 7 Autumn Autotest - 4th Oct

4 Greenacres Autotest - 5th July



Answers to me by email, post or carrier pigeon before the next Noggin  As usual 1 point for 
entering, 2 for a correct answer plus entry into the bonus points draw. Please send emails 
to nel@rjbarnett.co.uk with ‘PUZZLE’ in the Subject line so I can find th em. 

 Puzzle Page 
 
Apologies to Keith Christian, who I missed off the list last 
month. – 2 points 
This month, another good response again, 8 entries, all 
correct. Well done to Bernard Ward, Peter Jones, Mike Biss 
Barry Childs, Graham McLean, Mick O’Blath, and Keith 
Christian and Allen Norris - All get 2 points,  
Random bonus point awarded to Barry 
 

Last month’s answer was  
14 and 81, being the 9 times table and (x*5)+1 

 
This month, That dartboard is back… 
 

 
 
This time, the target score is still 18 with three darts, but now 
you can ADD or SUBTRACT the dart scores to reach 18  
 
20 +10 – 12 = 18 is one to start you off  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

An Easy One And a Medium One 

  



  North London Centre 

April 2010 Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin 
 

Date Day  Event (Status) Type of Event Club Champ 
Apr Sun 11 * Concorde AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint CSMA NEL Centre 
 Sun 25 * Honington Gymkhana () Longer version of an AutoSolo Chelmsford MC  
May 8/9 * Miglia Quadrato () City of London treasure hunt UH&ULMC  
 Sun 9 * AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Oxford MC  
 Sun 16 * AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC  
Jun Sun 6 * Juniper Autotest (Nat B) Tarmac autotest CSMA NEL BTRDA 

Licence required:  (I/Nat A/Nat B/Cm) = MSA Licence,  (C) = Club Card,  () = Nothing,  * = Regs available 

Previous Events  
NEL 12 Car Rally  The event finally got to run after several attempts and had a good entry of six cars. Moving to a 
different area is always nice as you get to use roads you don’t know and although the area has less twisty roads 
than Hertfordshire, it had enough good ones to make it interesting. Navigation was spot on and was just enough of 
a challenge for the navigators and would have caused several of them a bit of time if some sections had been a 
little shorter. James Newbould put on a very good event and even had a good response on the marshalling front. 

1st Car 4 Alan Thurbon / Lee Craker NWL Exp 0 Fails 0 Mins 
1st Car 5 Mike Biss / Cath Woodman NEL/NWL Exp 0 Fails 0 Mins 
3rd Car 3 Steven Harrison / Mike Harrison NWL Nov 1 Fail 0 Mins 
4th Car 2 Philip Brent / Graham Robinson NEL Nov 1 Fail 1

5 
Mins 

5th Car 6 John Bryant / Peter Pratt NWL/HRCR Nov 3 Fails 4 Mins 
6th Car 1 Alan Wakeman / Owen Wakeman WMX Beg 2 Fails 3 Mins 

        

Future Events  

Concorde AutoSolo  NEL are again running the Concorde AutoSolo event, this year on the 11th April. For this 
year we will be moving it to Bovingdon Airfield (larger area than the autotest on the 3rd Jan). An AutoSolo consists 
of all forwards tests on a hard surface. They are not a memory test as numbers and markers help you find your 
way around. One score is dropped per test layout to allow for those ‘little mistakes’. You can also enter if you are 
only 16, so long as you enter in a saloon car. Entry fee is £22 per driver. The change of venue will make it safer, 
with no kerbs at all to hit, and should run a bit smoother without the limited route at Hatfield. Contact me for further 
details.  

Honington Gymkhana  We have another invite to a Chelmsford MC gymkhana, this one being held at RAF 
Honington. These are similar to an autosolo but are longer and also include some skill tests. Entry fee is £40 but 
have a word with someone who has done one of these events before to get the idea about about them. 

Miglia Quadrato  Regs are now out for the 51st running of this event and will run on the night of 8/9 May. This is a 
night time motoring event that takes place entirely within the City of London. The challenge is to navigate on a 
1:10000 map and to locate points to within a ten metre square. There are no cryptic or catch questions - but that 
is not to say the task is easy. Crews of up to six but if you prefer the two-crew format there is a separate 
classification for this. As long as it isn’t raining, this is a fantastic event to do and all for the princely sum of £14. 
Contact me if you want some regs. 

Silverstone AutoSolo  Back again for another run round the car park at Silverstone race circuit. Organised by 
Oxford MC, it will have the standard format but the tests are slightly longer at around 90 seconds each. Entry fee 
is £35 and give me a call if you would like some regs. 

Farnborough AutoSolo  Regs for this event are out soon, so if interested best get your skates on to get an entry. 
It is running again at Borden in Hampshire and the entry fee will be £35. Give me a call if you would like some 
regs. 

Quadruplex  This will be organised by NWL, in May some time. Details are still being arranged at the moment. 

Juniper Autotest  This is one of the best venues on the championship calendar, so come along and watch the 
best drivers in the country doing their handbrake turns and using superb car control to get round the courses. 
Offers to marshal either to Graham McLean or myself, as we will need a lot to make this event happen. To help 
you, each marshal will get a voucher for a free burger and a hot drink (very nice they are too) and guidance on 
what is required. There is nothing tricky or difficult, but you do get time to see the action at close quarters. No 
spectators allowed, so watch from the marshalling point of view. 

 
Mike Biss: NLC Motor Sports Coordinator Tel: 01525 720299 E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com 



After my comments about potholes last month, the following article managed to find it’s 
way to me – Ed. 

 
Speed controls being used in Eastern 
Canada  
 

How's this for excellent speed control?  
 
 
  People slow down and try to "straddle" the 
hole .......    
 

 
 
 

This is actually a speed control device that 
is in use. It is much cheaper than speed 
cameras.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pretty clever - especially when moved 
around each day.  
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 A Treatise on the Importance of Smoke - by Joseph L ucas (?)  
 
All electrical components and wiring harnesses depend on proper circuit functioning, which 
is the transmission of charged ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known 
as "smoke."  
Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work. Don't be fooled by scientists and 
engineers talking about excited electrons and the like. Smoke is the key to all things 
electrical. 
We know this to be true because every time one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, 
it stops working. This can be verified repeatedly through empirical testing. For example, if 
one places a large copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious quantities of 
smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if one observes 
smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will 
also be observed that the component no longer functions. 
The logic is elementary and inescapable! The function of the wiring harness is to conduct 
the smoke from one device to another. When the wiring harness springs a leak and lets all 
the smoke out of the system, nothing works right afterward. 
Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely 
because they regularly released large quantities of smoke from the electrical system. 
It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to electrical 
leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts.  Experts point out that this 
is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak.  British engines leak oil, British 
shock absorbers, hydraulic forks, and disc brake systems leak fluid, British tyres leak air 
and British Intelligence leaks National Defence secrets. 
 
Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the logic 
is clear and inescapable.  
Sometimes you may miss the component releasing the smoke that makes your electrical 
system function correctly, but if you sniff around you can often find the faulty component 
by the undeniable and telltale smoke smell.  Sometimes this is a better indicator than 
standard electrical tests performed with a volt-ohm meter. 
 
In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form of smoke 
provides a clear and logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components and why 
they fail.  "A gentleman does not motor about after dark." - Joseph Lucas, 1842 - 1903 
 
I learned a long time ago that once you let the "Factory Smoke" out of any electrical 
device, it is next to impossible to replenish…….. 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Tech Support Call 
 
Technician:  Hello HP 
Support, how can I help 
you today? 
 
Caller: We have a mouse 
problem with our HP 
printer  
 
Technician:  Are you 
sure?  Our printers don’t 
have mice. 
 
Caller:  Ours does, 
I’ll mail you a picture… 



And Finally………  
 
 
A Letter from Australia   
 
Text of a letter from a kid from Eromanga to Mum and Dad. (For those of you 
not in the know  Eromanga is a small town, west of Quilpie in the far south west of Queensland )  
  
 
Dear Mum & Dad 
  
I am well. Hope youse are too. Tell me big brothers Doug and Phil that the Army is better than 
workin' on the station - tell them to get in bl**dy quick smart before the jobs are all gone! I wuz a bit 
slow in settling down at first, because ya don't hafta get outta bed until 6am. But I like sleeping in 
now, cuz all ya gotta do before brekky is make ya bed and shine ya boots and clean ya uniform. No 
bl**dy horses to get in, no calves to feed no troughs to clean - nothin'!! Ya haz gotta shower 
though, but its not so bad, coz there's lotsa hot water and even a light to see what ya doing!  
 
At brekky ya get cereal, fruit and eggs but there's no kangaroo steaks or goanna stew like wot 
Mum makes. You don't get fed again until noon and by that time all the city boys are bu****ed 
because we've been on a 'route march' - geez its only just like walking to the windmill in the bullock 
paddock!!  
 
This one will kill me brothers Doug and Phil with laughter. I keep getting medals for shootin' - 
dunno why. The bullseye is as big as a bl**dy dingo's a**e and it don't move and it's not firing back 
at ya like the Johnsons did when our big scrubber bull got into their prize cows before the Ekka last 
year! All ya gotta do is make yourself comfortable and hit the target - it's a piece of p***!! You don't 
even load your own cartridges, they comes in little boxes, and ya don't have to steady yourself 
against the rollbar of the roo shooting truck when you reload!   
 
Sometimes ya gotta wrestle with the city boys and I gotta be real careful coz they break easy - it's 
not like fighting with Doug and Phil and Jack and Boori and Steve and Muzza all at once like we do 
at home after the muster.  
 
Turns out I'm not a bad boxer either and it looks like I'm the best the platoon's got, and I've only 
been beaten by this one bloke from the Engineers - he's 6 foot 5 and 15 stone and three pick 
handles across the shoulders and as ya know I'm only 5 foot 7 and eight stone wringin' wet, but I 
fought him till the other blokes carried me off to the boozer.  
 
I can't complain about the Army - tell the boys to get in quick before word gets around how bl**dy 
good it is. 
 
Your loving daughter - Sheila 



 

 

 Dates for your Diary    

 Club Night Venue : Bishop’s College  Noggin & Natt er Venues may vary month by 
 Churchgate, Cheshunt  month so keep a close watch on the Newsletter  
 Evenings start at 7.30 for 7.45pm   each month for precise details of location . 
 Clubnight  –  2 nd  Tuesday,   Noggins  –  4 th  Tuesday  

 

Month  Social Events  Sporting Events  

April 

2010 

Tue 13 th  Club Night –  Special Guest Speaker Barry Lee on 
High Performance Motorsport 

Tue 27 th  Noggin ‘n Natter, Fish & Eels  

Fri 30 th - 3rd May  - Group Weekend to Hereford  

Sun 11 th Concorde 
Autosolo at 
Bovingdon 

May 

2010 

Tue 11 th  Club Night – Race Night  

Tue 25 th Noggin ‘n Natter, Fish & Eels 

 

June 

2010 

Tue 8 th  Club Night – Musical evening featuring John 
Foster’s collection of 78’s  

Tue 22nd Pitch ‘n Putt at High Beech, followed by a Noggin 
in the nearby Duke of Wellington 

Sun 27 th BBQ 

Sun 6 th Juniper 
Autotest at New 
Barnfield, Hatfield 

July 

2010 

Tue 13 th Club Night –. The Padwicks “ Love & Marriage” an 
evening of musical entertainment.  

Wed 28 th Noggin ‘n Natter at Harlow Dogs £12 – note 
change of night. 

Fri 30 th – Sun 1 st    Military Pageant Weekend at Old Warden   

 

Aug 

2010 

 Tue 10 th Club Night –  Italian evening or Jigsaw T/T 
competition  

Tue 24 th Noggin ‘n Natter   

Sat/Sun 27/28 th Thruxton Big Weekend 

 

Sept 

 2010 

Tue 14 th Club Night – Annual Quiz  

Sun 19 th Treasure Hunt followed by Lunch 

Tue 28 th Noggin ‘n Natter  

Tue 21st   Hollstar    
Table Top Rally 

Sun 26 th NWL Trial 

 

Fish and Eels PH , Dobbs Weir Rd 
Hoddesdon EN11 0AY 

From A10 Hoddesdon, go to end of link road, across next 
roundabout, left at next, onto Essex road. Follow over 
railway (new Bridge) then right at small Rbt in Industrial 
area. Continue till you cross the river (narrow bridge / 
traffic lights) PH on left. 

Bishop’s College  , EN8 9XQ (Civic Offices) is 
located on Churchgate, at its junction with College 
Road, about 300m West of the A10 junction with 
College road (Traffic lights and pedestrian 
footbridge). Our Clubroom is in the Beaufort Suite, 
which appears to be an old Chapel. 

Ample parking through arch between main 
buildings.  

For further details see inside or Ring the Secretary; Ron Barnett on 01992 581007 or contact him via 
E-Mail on nelgroup@csmaclub.org  Visit our Website at www.csmanel.btinternet.co.uk 


