
       
  Compliments of the  Season to                             
               ONE and ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   I have just received notice of a device 
which locates speed cameras and is linked to 
a GPS. It’s called a “Snooper”. Telephone 
0800 389 2749 for more information about 
this, or visit www.snooper.eu  (Would this 
make a nice Christmas present?) 
 
 I have now (15 October) waited 105  
days for my CSMA Club Magazine 
insert’s scratchcard £10 winnings    
                                                 Ed 
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Editor:      

      Stan Hawkins                       
              020 8540 4883    

 
 

(Copy  for next issue by 15 December  please)      

 Chairman:  
 Stan Hawkins 
   
Secretary:   
Roger Clark  
 01293 772838   
  

  Haywain Christmas Lunch Booking form 

3. Visit the restaurant, hand in your booking 
form and pay your £5 per person deposit by 
either cash or credit/debit card. OR 
      Telephone the restaurant, (01372 720 
691) relate the details in step 2 and pay your 
£5 per person deposit by debit/credit card  
over the phone. 
   4. We will send you a booking confirmation 
and an advance order form. Please complete 
the advance order form for all members of 
your party with their choice of meal and 
ensure this is with the restaurant 14 days prior 
to the dining date                                    PTO. 
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No responsibility is or can be held by  the CSMA or the 
North London Centre or the Editor or the Surrey Group 
Committee  for opinions expressed in this Newsletter                                                                            
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 Festive Feast, 3 Course Menu: £12.99 
Starters: Soup of the day 
            Garlic & herb breaded mushrooms 
               Chicken liver paté  
Mains:  Hand carved roast turkey 
             Hand carved roast beef 
             Atlantic salmon fillet 
             Vegetable Wellington         
Desserts: Christmas pudding 
                Christmas pudding sundae 
                Ice cream 
                Caramel apple crumble         
 Wine may be pre-ordered. 
             
                  Booking information 
[the address of the Haywain is on page 8]  
 
  Please include deposits with this 
completed booking form. The outstanding 
balance is due on the day of dining.. 
   If you have to cancel your party, then 10 
days notice will be required to obtain a 
refund. Unfortunately, if you have to cancel 
within 10 days of your dining date, we are 
unable to refund your deposit.. 10 days 
notice is also required  for any changes to 
the number of guests in your party. 
   All major credit/debit cards are accepted. 
Personal and Company cheques are not 
accepted 
   Brewers Fayre reserve the right to change 
or withdraw  this menu at any time. Prices 
are not inclusive of any drinks or side 
orders. All prices include VAT. 
   Offers, discounts, vouchers or promotions 
(including Whitbread discount) cannot be 
used in conjunction with this menu. The 
Festive Feast menu is only available from 
24 November 2009 to 30 December 2009, 
excluding Christmas Day. 
   Menu descriptions may not list every 
single ingredient. Customers concerned 
about the presence of nuts,  seeds or other 
allergens in our food are welcome to ask a 
member  of staff for assistance  when 
choosing their meal. All items are subject to 
availability and may change. 

 ��

 Chairman’s Chat: 
                                                            
. I really must get out 
more .This is what I told 

myself when looking out of the window 
and watching the sun dipping below the 
trees at the bottom of my garden and 
noting the clock registering 7.30pm. It 
seems the darkness has come down 
suddenly but, on reflection, I have to 
acknowledge that three months have 
passed since mid-summer’s day. (Just 
where have those three months gone?) 
Yes I have had some setbacks but the 
winter months are galloping on. My only 
excursion above the Group’s functions 
has been the karting track at Worcester 
Park so maybe I really should get out 
more. 
   That has not been possible in this last 
week anyway as my motor is having a 
new head gasket fitted so I must make 
this effort when it does come back. I have 
not had a head gasket go before but 
maybe this is because I have never had a 
vehicle for so long before—14 years and 
counting and I still have less than 70,000 
miles on the clock (another first)  so I 
really am breaking new ground and as 
soon as I get the motor back I must 
recommence spreading wings (or rolling 
wheels?)  
   That said,  I have never before been 
without my own transport for so long and 
I feel quite ill at ease. Bereft, even. In my 
more morbid moments I am pondering the 
time when I shall no longer be able to 
drive, but then, I have always been told I 
am a worrier so maybe this morbidity is 
par for the course. 
   I have been pleased to see the 
turnouts at our functions, however, and 
while the numbers are lower than in the 
past, the percentage remains high. 
   Sorry if I am expressing a low note in 
this chat. Maybe Santa will cheer me up   
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MOTORING IN NORTHERN     
PARTS—July 2009 (for dyed-in-
the-wool motorists, present and 
past). Part 1:    (Pictures by Bill) 
 
   The traumas involved in overseas 
trips are beginning to get to us and for 
the last few years we have chosen to get 
in our car and head north in this country 
to experience the wild scenery of our 
moors, dales, lakes, coasts and special 
events going on there this time of year.. 
No language, currency or medication 
problems thereabouts so why go 
abroad?? 
   This year we covered 1640 miles with 
lots of stops—the first of which was our 
B&B in the small, picturesque hamlet of 
Fenny Bentley overlooking  lush 
Derbyshire dales the views of which  
filled our bedroom windows. Besides a 
few houses the hamlet comprised a 
church, small school and a pub in which 
we had our evening meal. We were there 
for three days mainly for the purpose of 
visiting Kedleston Hall and Gardens, a 
large manor  built for the first Lord 
Curzon in the 1800’s and after many 
owners is now maintained by the 
National Trust.. 

 

Kedleston Hall, Derbyshire 

We then motored northwards across the 
border into Scotland to stay in the 
Scottish village of Carrington, 15 miles 
southwest of Edinburgh to spend three 
days with our son, who resides there.  
Carrington comprised a few houses 

�����

 offices of a printing business., in fact we 
thought it was an active church and pushed 
open the main door and only then 
discovered its changed function. 
   We are distant members of a Scottish 
Clan and a purpose of our visit was to 
attend a function by the name of “The 
Gathering of The Clans”, or “The 
Homecoming”, held in Holyrood Palace 
Gardens, Edinburgh on 25th-26th July 
2009. A special occasion where 147 Clans 
had gathered, many members from 
overseas, it was opened by the ’Duke of 
Rothsay’ (our own Prince Charles—they 
have their own Prince Charlie). Throughout 
the weekend there were competitive 
Scottish games, parades and dances and 
tents displaying Scottish produce and crafts 
and an evening march of the Clans along 
the Royal Mile and on to the Pageant in 
Edinburgh Castle.      After reporting our 
presence to our Clan tent (Home/Hume) we 
slipped away to enjoy the events, several of 
which were going on at the same time. To 
watch brawny, kilted Scots tug-of-warring, 
tossing cabers, pushing horizontal poles, 
tossing heavy weighted balls, lifting heavy 
concrete balls was impressive. Parades 
comprised equally impressive marching of 
Scottish Highlanders followed by the pipers 
in full regalia. In another part of the huge 
field were girls dancing Scottish reels, even  
inviting the watching public to dance the 
‘Gay Gordons’, and there were plenty of 
takers. 

      Pushing the Caber tussle                                     
     (go to page 4) 
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    (from page 3)  
   We’ve toured Scotland in previous years 
so this trip was to explore Northumbria 
and Cumbria more. On our way south we 
stopped at the village of Kirknewton, a 
tourist spot at the base of the Cheviots, to 
visit the old church and its graveyard that 
contains the graves of many RAF aircrew 
and personnel from the nearby RAF 
aerodrome. Most were Canadian airmen 
in WW2 but did not contain an RAF 
friend I had hoped to see. We pressed on, 
next stopping at Bamburgh Castle 
(runner-up last year to The Most Beautiful 
View of Britain) on the Northumbrian 
coast facing out to the North Sea to keep 
potential invaders at bay. This part of the 
coast is familiar to us and so we 
proceeded southwards along the coast 
road passing Seahouses, Beadnell and 
Embleton (our overnight B&B). In the 
evening we drove to Craster with the 
intention of walking back along the 
seafront to view Dunstanburgh Castle 
(birthplace of Richard 111). Craster is a 
small coastal village and contained a 
small port used by local fish trawlers but, 
with the decline in fish stock, now stands 
derelict. During WW2 a ship was sunk 
across the port entrance to prevent its use 
by German invaders. Craster is, however, 
now well known for the production of 
smoked kippers, employing many locals 
who tolerate the all pervading smell of 
’Smokies’.  .    
   Next day, onward to our intended 
destination—Alnwick, Northumbria. We 
had pre-booked tickets to explore 
Alnwick Castle Gardens. It is a well 
advertised popular site with both tourists 
and locals. It covers many hilly acres but 
probably not so attractive to elderly 
people with walking problems. 
Fortunately, small, motor driven, low 
speed scooters were available free of 
charge and for safety I decided to chance 

one . It was just as well as the many 
inclines were steep. To say the gardens 
lived up to their reputation would be an 
understatement They contained many 
acres of unusual plants as well as the 
usual variety of roses, etc., water 
sculptures, a poison-plants garden and 
like attractions—even a large tree house 
(including a restaurant and bars) which 
was entered by a steep slope. This also 
contained two strong rope bridges with a 
boarded floor which allowed even electric 
scooters to cross   
   From there we headed for Tynemouth 
and Whitley Bay but on the way we 
stopped at the coastal village of Amble 
which had memories for me associated 
with my WW2 service. I was stationed for 
a time in the RAF at nearby Acklington 
aerodrome and in the stand-by periods 
some of us went to the village hall at 
Amble to enjoy the occasional 
entertainments. Most of the village has 
now been replaced and a large new town 
hall is standing where my village hall 
used to be 67 years ago.  
   We then pressed on to our B&B in 
Whitley Bay. Brenda spent her early years 
nearby and we call each year to see an 
elderly relative and undertake a few 
domestic chores. We then visited a few 
favourite sites. The Castle and Priory 
ruins at Tynemouth together with the 
statue of Lord Collingwood (and his 
ship’s guns which were used to excellent 
effect when he took over from Nelson at 
the Battle of Trafalgar) are always sterling 
sites 
   We went on to see a sight of nostalgia to 
me. On St Mary;s Island just of Whitley 
Bay is the lighthouse. 
    
[More  about our journies in the next 
issue—and the mystery of the 
lighthouse] 
                                              Bill          

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



��

It was good to see many of you at our first 
clubnight of the new season and I hope 
that you enjoyed Frank’s quiz.  We hope to 
have a varied programme of events over 
the next months and that you will be able 
to attend these.  Can I draw your attention 
to our Christmas lunch that we are having 
in December at The Haywain, Epsom - 
more details are available elsewhere in the 
Newsletter. 
 
The West Middlesex Group has had to 
cancel the Quadruplex for this year, so we 
will have to see what happens next year. 
 
The Centre Treasurer, Peter Jones, has 
been in hospital for sometime and 
hopefully is receiving good treatment.  I 
understand that he had a bad back and took 
tablets that disagreed with him and caused 
problems.  Another problem he also had 
while in hospital was with the Centre’s 
bank account. It was hacked into and 
monies taken out, I am glad to say that this 

has been refunded by the bank because we 
obtain our funds to run the group from this 
account.  So always check your bank 
account statements regularly. 
 
I know that many of you now have 
computers and are using them to contact 
family or friends or searching the web. 
There are many things you can do on a 
computer, including running your bank 
account, but you need to have a good 
programme to protect the information. 
There are some good free ones on the 
market, but as can be seen by Peter Jones’s 
problem you need to check things regularly 
to ensure no one has stolen your money.  
Let me know your feelings. 
 
I have also been in hospital, but only for a 
day, for a hernia operation - like a lot of 
men and some members of Surrey Group.   
I had an operation on the same side some 20 
years ago and this operation has caused 
more discomfort this time and I am not to 
lift heavy objects, garden or ride my bike 
for 6 weeks - ie. take it easy. 

                                Roger Clark  
 

Secretary’s Notes 
 

                                                                             Motoring Moments 
 
   Americans are broad minded. They’ll accept the fact that a person can be an alcoholic, 
a dope fiend, a wife beater and even a newspaperman, but if a man doesn’t drive—there’s 
something wrong with him! 
    
   Driving out in the country a motorist came across a car pulled in to the side of the road 
with a puncture. By the side of the car stood a woman looking very distressed. Feeling 
gallant the motorist stopped and offered to help. He changed the wheel and was letting 
the jack down when the woman said “Please let it down gently—my husband is sleeping 
in the back”. 
 

   If you allow someone to get in front of you, either a) the car in front will be the last one 
over a railway crossing and you will be stuck forever waiting for a long, slow moving 
train or b) you both will have the same destination and the other car will get the last 
parking space.                                                                                          Toot-toot   
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b****y swearing”, “Save 
water, drink beer”,  “Free 
beer tomorrow” and 
“Keep your hands off the 
barmaid”, though nothing 
about ladies keeping away 
from the barman.. 
   After lunch several of us 
drove to the nearby 
Ockley Common, which 
we hadn’t visited for at 
least three years. Despite a 
little breeze it was 
relaxing to stroll past the 
pond and games field and 
renew memories of all the 
individually constructed  
flower bedecked virginia-
creeper covered  cottages. 
At the far end was a small, 
elegant roofed water pump 
(see picture) to which is  

 
 
 
 
 
 

now attached a plaque to 
the village benefactor, 
Jane Scott, (1799) who 
provided the well and 
pump and a local village 
school.  
   It being too chilly to sit 
outside five of us visited 
the comfortable 
surroundings of the Inn on 
the Park for a coffee but 
were not impressed by the 
price thereof. We 
recommend sticking to 
The Cricketers in future.  
                             Bill  

banks of the River Mole 
)see photo) and after resting 
on the small bridge crossing 
the Mole, went further on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
All said and done, it was a 
pleasant break and enjoyed 
by all. 
   Our Landlord at The 
Cricketers, Ockley (9 Sept) 
(see picture) told us that the 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pub’s oldest parts were built 
in 1450AD. It was never a 
coaching inn as we had 
suspected but probably just a 
farmhouse (or “little 
steading” as they say up 
north) and no other records 
exist of its later history. 
However, as in most old 
dwellings, the walls were 
decorated with pale pictures 
of older versions of the 
building while the 
mantelpieces were covered 
in horse-connected artifacts 
while the huge, inglenook 
fireplace raised visions of 
cosy winter evenings to 
come. Brass plates above the 
cheerful bar announced 
several expectations of good 
behavior such as “No 

         
   Group’s  
Gatherings  
  

   On 25 August  the 
weather was overcast, 
windy and with a threat 
of rain but this did not 
deter 20 members of 
Surrey Group arriving at 
Brockham Village. 
Brockham was 
originally named Brock 
Ham from the 
establishment of a small 
hamlet on the River 
Mole and was a 
temporary watering hole 
for travellers between 
Dorking and Reigate. 
General distortion over 
the years, along with a 
tenuous link with 
badgers in the local area, 
has resulted in the 
modern day version  of 
the name, which was 
first officially used in 
about 1800.. 
   Other times in the 
recent past it was a 
favourite with the Group 
and in the more clement 
weather picnics on the 
green were a must with 
many members. As 
picnics were out this day 
all members had lunch 
in the Royal Oak whose 
main meal prices ranged 
from £7 to £13 (though 
some thought the latter 
expensive). 
A number of us strolled 
along a narrow path, 
eventually leading to the 
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                                          Surrey Group’s Clubroom. 
                  The Banstead Centre, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ. 
  from 7.00 until 10.00 pm . Clubnights and (ample) parking are free of charge.   
                                 So, come and enjoy—and bring your friends.   
 
                    
   Saturday 28 November will be our last clubnight for this year of 2009 as the last 
Saturday in December is the 26th and your Committee concluded that you would all be 
more interested in your own festivities in the comfort and security of your own homes 
and/or family surroundings on that day and night than traipsing out to Banstead. The 
Committee  hopes that you agree with its decision and that the enforced absence will 
make the heart grow fonder for the January meeting, of which more in the next issue. 
   
    Our November jaunt will consist of an evening of table and board games provided by 
Shirley and should you feel the urge to celebrate Christmas (or the  winter equinox 
should you prefer) with squeakers and funny hats please do so. There may even be a 
prize for the squeakiest squeaker or the funniest hat—or there may not.. 
    
    Tea or coffee and a biscuit will be provided, as usual, but if you feel the need to bring 
your own gastronomical exotica  please do.     
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    
                                                         
                                                          
 
 
 
 
                                                       The Banstead Centre                                 

                        CLUBNIGHT  
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   All  our luncheon visits start at 12.00 noon. Come early for a chat beforehand 
 
 Prices quoted are correct at time of printing. Telephone Roger Clark  for further information. 
                
   Thursday 12 November at Park Place Beefeater, 54 Commonside West, Mitcham 
                                                         CR4 4HB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Prices start at £5.95 for main course and £7.95 for two courses. This will be followed by 
a visit to  the National Trust property in Morden Hall Rd  SM4 5JD (entry free) and a 
stroll afterwards along the Wandle River, viewing the rose gardens, wild meadows, 
wildlife wetlands and/or visit the NT shop. (Deen City Farm is also nearby) 
    
    Monday 14 December, Christmas lunch at The Haywain, 2/4 St Margaret’s Drive,             
off  Dorking Rd, Epsom  KT18 7LZ. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   Just a little bit premature  but close enough for us to feel festive. See page  one                                             
 for your order form                                                                                                                      
    The hardy among you can trudge the Epsom Downs after the repast.  

 Lunches in November and December 2009  
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