
 .             
   On looking at the map 
page in our last issue I came to 
the conclusion that four maps 

on one page was a bit too much to read  
(reminding me of my toolbox, which gets 
heavier every time I pick it up) so in this issue 
you will see that they are now spread over the 
last two pages. Clearly many of you use your 
navigation thingy’s to get round  but there are 
those of us who still use coal for propulsion 
(though we no longer have tillers) and cannot 
avail ourselves of that facility—hence the 
larger print and the maps on two pages  
   Should you have any further suggestions I 
will be pleased to hear from you                                                         
 
   Everything  seems to have gone quiet on 
the Club front  (Deputy Club Leader apart, of 
course)  which is as well, I suppose, as we 
have seen some serious upheavals of late so 
maybe we can begin to settle back  into our 
own routine without having to project our 
minds into thinking about the unthinkable.  
    While I had no serious doubt in my own 
mind about the favourability of the outcome for 
members  (and their retention as a 
membership  in the Grand Scheme) a number 
of nagging doubts were  harboured. I suppose 
it was their presence which prompted our 
Chairman to embark on the self-sufficiency 
drive, the first step towards which  was the 
recommendation to your Committee to make a 
charge for our newsletter. Other means of 
producing income and thus maintaining a 
Group were being formed in their minds but 
fortunately the necessity has not arisen. 
   We are happy to see that our active 
membership has risen with the return of “old” 
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members and the welcoming of “new” ones—
Hello, and Welcome to you all.     
 
            Emerald Partial Eclipse 
   I understand that the Emerald Club Card is 
in process of being curtailed somewhat. From 
1 September 2009 its discount facility from 
Beefeater Restaurants is being withdrawn. It is 
stated that the reason for this is because 
these restaurants can provide “mouth-watering 
savings on our daytime menu prices”, as they 
put it. They refer to a 7oz rump steak for only 
£5.95, with a  standard menu price of  £10.50 
and salmon fillets followed by caramel apple 
crumble pie for just £7.95.  
   The card will, however, continue to provide a 
20% discount off Premium Inn weekend hotel 
room rates  (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)  “at 
any participating Premier Inn” for up to two 
rooms maximum  and subject to availability. If 
the booking includes a Saturday a minimum of 
two nights must be booked (ie, Friday/
Saturday or Saturday/Sunday), to qualify for 
the discount single nights are allowed for 
Friday and Sunday. There are other conditions 
applying  to this facility but these are the bare 
bones of it. The Emerald Club Helpline is now 
being run by the Whitbread’s Guest Relations 
team  on telephone number  01582 567100.   
 
                                                     
  Footnote: 

 
   Pictures at foot of page 
5, Issue 108 are by 
Brenda and not Roger                                               
 
                    Ed 
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  Chairman’s Chat: 
             
    THE STATE PENSION 
 

  .Here’s something to think about.  
   The UK’s State pension of 5/- a week (25p 
in today’s money) was first given in 1908 to 
men over 70 years of age  so last year it 
celebrated its centenary. At that time it 
represented one quarter (25%) of the 
average wage. Today’s pension is worth 
about 15% of average wage 
   In the 1970’s pensioners aged 80+ were 
given a 3% increase of 25p and now, nearly 
40 years later it is still 25p (0.25%, near 
enough by direct comparison) but now 
include compound interest and we’d really 
be cooking with gas.   
 
      
    On having a clearout the other day I came 
across a menu dated 9 July 1979. It was 
from Ye Olde Bell Hotel, Barnby Moor , 
Retford  and they were offering the like of 
       Devilled Whitebait at 85p 
       Scottish Smoked Salmon at £2.35  
for starters. 
       Whole Dover Sole at £4.95 
       Baked Trout at £3.50 
 on the fish section. 
       Roast Half Duck at £4.40 
       Brace of Quail at £4.65 
       Rack of Lamb at £3.50 
plus eight others with prices ranging from  
Chicken Pernod at £3.35 to Chateaubriand 
at £10.50, plus vegetables from 
       Whole Green Beans at 35p 
        Fried Mushrooms at 45p 
        Potatoes at 35p 
plus four other vegetables with prices 
ranging from 30p for Sugared Peas to 
Asparagus Spears 55p, with 
           Ice Cream at 45p, 
and I thought “We don’t pay much more 
than that today”  
       Mind you, the 250 mile round trip would 
push up the price a bit.  
       That said , I got in touch with the 
establishment while writing this  piece and 
they have sent me a copy of their current 
menu. The prices have gone  up a bit over 
these thirty years but I would say are still         
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competitive. 
    Nowadays, starters will be 
     Mussels cooked with  shallots, dry white 
wine , cream and parsley is £6.50 and  
      Home cured salmon with dill dressing is        
£7.25. 
    Grills are: 
      Venison loin, Lincolnshire sausage and 
Barnsley chop are £22.95 
        Fillet steak is £21.50 and  
        T bone steak is £22.50. 
      Mains: 
          Braised shank of lamb with vegetable 
broth and hot pot potato ,  £17.50 
           Poached breast of chicken, wild 
mushrooms, potato cake and watercress 
sauce,  £15.50 
             Fillet of English beef  with baby leek 
and potato bake, glazed vegetables and  
rich gravy, £23.50 
      Plus 11 choices of side order at £2.95. 
and  Cinnamon créme  brulee with vanilla 
ice cream at £5.25 to Sticky toffee pudding 
and custard at £5.95. 
       There are 45 choices in all today, 
exactly the same number as 1979 but none 
exactly the same 
[Whew. I got rather carried away with that 
but having got this far I  must show you a 
picture of the place.]      

 
So the search for alien life goes on. 
According to physicist, Freeman Dyson, 
where are we most likely to find it? 
  
  a) As frozen fish orbiting Jupiter ? 
   b) As bacteria orbiting Venus ? 
   c) As spiders orbiting Mars? 
 
(Answer next issue) 



Letters to the  Editor : 
 
           
   I  read with interest about 

motor insurance for the over 80’s. The 
following Companies are known to offer 
insurance  to people in that age group: 
  a) RIAS. b) SAGA. c) Frizzell LV.  
I have been with Frizzell for the past ten 
years and have found their prices to be 
competitive; and they are, after all, a 
supporter of CSMA! 
 
   Now onto the thorny subject of speed 
cameras . There is no doubt in my mind 
that their sole purpose is to extract as 
much money as possible from drivers’ 
pockets and deposit said ill gotten gains in 
a bank account to be spent to the benefit 
of . . . .well, I don’t think we  the general 
public see much of it, nor any of the 
supposed benefits that are said to accrue. 
It is well known that speed cameras work  
where they are positioned but once past, 
the majority of drivers speed up (me 
included) until the next trap arrives. Then 
we start all over again.  
   And, of course, they don’t catch the 
dangerous drivers that seem to make life 
miserable for us all. 
 
                                 John Frost 
 
                    
    I am writing to take this opportunity to 
thank you, the Committee and members of 
Surrey Group for the hospitality and 
friendship extended to my husband, Frank, 
and myself whenever we are able to attend 
one of the Group’s functions. It is really 
very kind of everyone. 
 
    We will, hopefully, continue to attend the 
Group’s outings and functions whenever 
possible and continue to meet the many 
friends we have made in the Group but in 
the meantime we would like to wish the 
Surrey Group every success with anything 
they organise and that the Group as a 
whole continues to flourish for many years 
to come. 
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     On a personal note, Frank has just 
received your letter enclosing the car 
dashboard light diagram for which he is very 
grateful and will attempt to sort it out over the 
weekend. 
 
                                          Betty Pendrgast  
 
 

                For Sale  
  
   Rustilaccio, Portable, Chord Organ       
 
   With Introduction (instruction) Book and  
         numerous items of sheet music. 
 

         £45            (Contact Editor) 
 
 Quadruplex: 25 July 2009. 5.30 for 6.00pm 
      Liberal Club, Victoria St, Windsor 
   This will be an entertaining, light-hearted 
inter-Group  competition  evening but will not 
involve maps, navigation, Tabletop Rally skills 
or, for that matter, exercise of any part of the 
anatomy other than the old Grey Matter 
   The exact details of the evening remain a 
closely guarded secret but it will have a team 
type format with a bit of a twist and the more 
people we get along the better. Teams of four, 
representing each NLC CSMA Group will be 
ideal but, of course, Groups can be 
represented by any number of teams though a 
minimum of two is required for the Trophy.  
    At the evening’s end the Groups will have 
earned a result—1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., and the 
Quadruplex Trophy will be awarded to the two 
NLC Group Teams that have the lowest 
combined score. 
   A complementary supper/buffet will be 
provided part way through the evening and a 
reasonably priced bar will also be available to 
us. 
   PLEASE NOTE: To facilitate accurate 
catering requirements will Group Secretaries 
please notify the organisers of expected 
numbers—or there may not be enough chips!  
   All members and friends are welcome. 
Come along and join in the fun 
 
                                   Allan Goddard 
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 The Story of 
Adam and 
Eve’s Pets 
 

    Adam and Eve said, “Lord, when we 
were in the Garden, You walked with us every 
day. Now we do not see You any more. We are 
lonesome here and it is difficult for us to 
remember how much You love us” 
    And God Said “I will create a companion for 
you  to be with you and who will create a 
reflection of My love for you so that you will 
love Me even when you cannot see Me. 
Regardless of how selfish or childish or 
unlovable you may be this new companion will 
accept you as you are and will love you as I do, 
in spite of yourselves” 
   And God created  a new animal to be a 
companion for Adam and Eve. And it was a 
good animal. And God was pleased  
   And the new animal was pleased to be with 
Adam and Eve and he wagged his tail. 
    And Adam said “Lord, I have already named 
all the animals in the Kingdom and I cannot 
think of a name for this new animal “ 
    And God said “I have created this new 
animal to be a reflection of My love for you and 
his name will be a reflection of My own name, 
and you will call him DOG” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   And Dog lived  with Adam and Eve and was a 
companion to them and loved them 
   And they were comforted. 
   And God was pleased. 
   And Dog was content and wagged his tail 

   After a while  it came to pass that an angel 
came to the Lord and said, “Lord, Adam and Eve 
have become filled with pride. They strut and 
preen like peacocks and they believe they are 
worthy of adoration. Dog has indeed taught them 
that they are loved, but perhaps too well” 
   And God said  “I will create for them a 
companion who will be with them and who will 
see them as they are. The companion will remind 
them of their limitations, so they will know that 
they are not always worthy of adoration” 

 
    And God created 
CAT to be companion 
to Adam and Eve 
 
 

   And Cat would not obey them.  
   And when Adam and Eve gazed into Cat’s 
eyes they were reminded that they were not the 
supreme beings. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
    And Adam and Eve learned humility. 
        And they were greatly improved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   And God was pleased 
 
                    And Dog was happy    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Cat 
didn’t give a 
monkey nut 
one way or 
the other.                    
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      I was disappointed that no-one has 
responded to the request in the last 
newsletter that we should invite interesting 
people to speak on various subjects at our 
clubnights. The Committee needs to know 
if this is something that they need to 
consider. 
      As I said in the last newsletter, the 
West Middlesex Group that was proposing 
to hold this year’s Quadruplex, had to 
postpone it. The event will now be held on 
Saturday, 25th July starting at 6.00pm, but 
people should arrive at 5.30pm It will take 
place at Windsor Liberal Club, Victoria 
St., Windsor,  Berks, SL4 1EN. The 
competition will be in the form of a team 
quiz with four people in a team, Food will 
also be provided—free (usually a fish and 
chip supper) Please contact me if you 
would like to take part,as Ann and myself 
will be going. It would be good if Surrey 
Group could be represented by two or 
three teams. The only equipment you will 
require will be  
  1.  a pen (or pencil if you are not allowed 
to play with pens yet) 
  2.  Your unstinting loyalty to CSMA Club 
activity, and 
   3.  A huge dollop of  sense of humour. 
 
    The Centre is holding   a Slot Car 
event at each Group and ours is at our 
Clubnight on Saturday 31st October. Many 
of you will remember we held such an 
event some years ago at Hinchley Wood. It 
was great fun so we want you all to put 
this in your diaries now. The winners of 
the event will go forward to a final  

                              Roger Clark  

Isabella Plantation:    12 May 

                                                              (photo by Roger) 

                                                                     (photo by Brenda) 
 
 

Pembroke Lodge Entrance 
                                 

                                                                (photo by Brenda) 

Secretary’s Notes 
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Gannets were regaled with 
plenty of well cooked 
quality food at  reasonable 
prices. I must say the 
Marquis is one, like the 
Queen Adelaide, that 
seems to get better at each 
visit. The post prandial 
stroll took place after the 
short drive to the 
Woodlands Gardens in 
Bushy  Park. Once more a 
visual delight, with plenty 
of attractive blossoms and 
shrubs. Well worthy of an 
annual May visit. 
   I was unable to go to 
Chartwell on 10th June so 
Stan reported on it as 
follows: 
   What we thought would 
be a straightforward 
journey—wasn’t. We 
traversed congested ‘town’ 
roads and the ‘country’ bit 
found us making a half-
hour detour.  
  On arrival we were 
(again) struck by the Kent 
Weald surrounding the 
house and were glad we 
had persevered, while 
vistas mysteriously 
appeared when walking 
round the gardens. The 
house is a most interesting 
place, particularly for us 
old’uns and every room is 
of interest. Regrettably not 
so the restaurant which is 
memorable only for its 
uncooked, rubbery 
broccoli, universally 
uneaten by us but, all in 
all, we are glad we went. 
                   George  

deservedly took the prize. 
With a little time to spare 
Frank  provided another quiz  
to keep us amused until 
homegoing. Well done, 
Bruv. 
    Our next visit was on 
May 12th to Richmond Park 
for a picnic lunch or a meal 
in Pembroke Lodge 
(dependent on the weather) 
then a walk in the Isabella 
Plantation. Edna and I had 
opted for a picnic but we 
found the picnic area in the 
Lodge grounds was closed 
for maintenance. A strong 
wind was blowing and as we 
could not find a suitable 
place out of it we decided to 
eat in the car. In view of the 
minor dust storms which 
repeatedly blew up  we 
realised we had made a wise 
choice. It also seems that 
many of those who chose to 
eat in the Lodge cafeteria 
were not enthused by their 
meal. The walk after lunch 
improved matters 
considerably for the trees 
around the Isabella 
Plantation gave ample 
shelter from the wind (quite 
Shangri-La’esque) and there 
was an abundance of 
blossom on the Azaleas and 
Hydrangeas. We must go 
again next May as the 
Isabella is  truly a hardy 
perennial not to be missed.  
   On May 28th we paid a 
return visit to the Marquis of 
Granby for a carvery lunch 
and once again the Surrey 

George’s         
Jaunts  
 
 

   Our Group AGM  on 
April 25th was 
accomplished without 
fuss, which implies that 
the membership are 
happy with the 
Committee’s 
performance during the 
year. The fact that all the 
Committee members 
who offered to serve for 
another year were voted 
in without demur 
appears to confirm the 
happiness of the masses. 
Sadly Glenys did not 
offer herself for re-
election owing to 
pressure of other 
duties—her hard work 
in our Catering Corps 
was much appreciated 
and her input at 
Committee meetings 
will be sorely missed. 
After the end of formal 
business we partook of 
victuals and our time-
honoured Ploughman’s 
Supper went down well. 
The Orderly Officer 
didn’t have one 
complaint. Next came 
one of Frank B’s music 
quizzes—a real cracker 
this time with none of us 
getting the maximum 
possible score. The 
winner was the man 
from over the hills and 
far away, John F, who 
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   On Wednesday 8 July we go to The 
Sea Horse, 52-54 The Street, Shalford 
GU4 8BU (A281) with prices from £6.95  
and which we last visited on 9 March 04,  
plus a visit to the National Trust’s Shalford 
Mill , opposite (entry for non NT members 
£2.50) 
      Approach westwards along A25 and, 
just past Shere, turn left onto the  
A248.  
   
     Wednesday 22 July sees us at the other 
side of our manor  at The Feathers, 42, 
High St, Merstham, RH1 3EA    followed 
by the inevitable visit to Fanny’s Farm 
Shop in   Markedge Lane for afternoon  cup 
of tea and cake(s).Arrive at each by way of 
Junction 8 on the M25 and Gatton 
Bottom Lane. 
                                                                                                                             

       So what’s on and where for  July and  .  .   
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All our luncheon visits are aimed at 12.00 noon . Come early for a chat before eating.   
 
                       
 
 
 
 
          On Thursday 6 August we will 
visit  The Fairmile, Portsmouth Rd 
Cobham KT11 1JR (prices from 
£7.95) on our belief that the dissatisfaction 
experienced by some at our last Christmas 
lunch was a “one-off”. 
              Being a summer day we will visit 
Black Pond afterwards and maybe get some 
pictures. (and a tan?). Otherwise it will be a 
further visit to Garsons. Or both! 
              Approach via Cobham from one 
direction and Esher from the other on the 
A307 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
  Tuesday 25 August and it 
is  back to The Royal Oak 
Brockham Green (off 
Brockham Lane)
Brockham RH3 7JS 
(prices from £6.25) and a 
stroll afterwards to the River 
Mole through the woods and/or 
a  visit to the sausage shop  and 
a cup of tea at the Church. This 
is also picnic territory. 
     Take the A25 eastwards 
from Dorking.                                                                                                                   

      .   .   .   .   .   . August 2009  


